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YOUNG MEN’S CHORUS, ST. JOHN’S REFORMED CHURCH, MIFFLINBURG, PA., the Rev. Russell D. Custer, Pastor (See Pg. 2) 2 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS OF KELLER’S CHURCH, PERKASIE, PA., Rev. Charles B. Weaver (shown in inset), pastor. (See Pg. 2) 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE GOOD 
LIFE 


In 1929-30 Bishop Charles Gore gave the 
Gifford Lectures at the University of St. 
Andrews, Scotland, and they have been 
published by Charles Scribners’ Sons un- 
der the title: “The Philosophy of the Good 
Life.’ The twelve lectures are not a 
treatise on Christian ethics or moral phil- 
osophy but rather first, a historical survey 
of what the great religious and moral 
teachers of history thought comprised “the 
good life,” and secondly, an analysis of the 
various conceptions held today—and these 
conceptions are often antagonistic, and the 
Christian theory is in decided conflict with 
_ the Pagan theory as advanced by so many 
of our modern philosophers, novelists and 
_eritics. Needless to say the book is ex- 
tremely interesting. Bishop Gore has the 
same happy faculty that his predecessor 
in the Gifford Lectures, William James, 
had, of presenting the profoundest thought 
in language understandable by all. Ideal- 
‘istic theories and materialistic ones are 
discussed here, but I understand—and hay- 
ing heard Bishop Gore many times I can 
believe it—the students as well as pro- 
fessors, hung upon his words. 
The first half of the book traces the con- 
ception of the good life from rather an- 
cient times down to our own times. Tak- 
ing his stand upon the grounds of the 
moral consciousness of men, as shown in 
history, where mankind appears always as 
having some sort of standard of the good 
life, the author begins with the Persian 
Zarathustra—perhaps the first man to de- 
velop a theory of the good life on dis- 
tinct lines, and in succeeding chapters 
takes up the theories of Buddha, Lao-tze, 
Confucius, Mohammed, Plato and _ his 
school, the Stoic school, the Epicureans and 
the other ancients. In Chapter VI the sur- 
vey passes on to the Old Testament and 
Chapter VII is given over to an examina- 
tion of Christ’s conception of the good 
life. The eighth lecture is devoted to re- 
flection upon the survey of history as it 
has been made in the previous lectures, 
and is intensely interesting and suggestive 
_ reading. Bishop Gore feels that the contri- 
bution of Buddhism is transitory and of 
little value. It is a negative thing, not 
emphasizing the good life, but the escape 
from all life as evil. The two abiding 
idealisms that come to us out of history 
are Platonism and Christianity. 

The answer which both Platonism and 
Christianity have to give to the modern 


ON OUR COVER PAGE 


In the upper picture: This group, com- 
posed mainly of the Young Men’s Class 
of St. John’s Sunday School, Mifflinburg, 
growing from 7 in number in 1929 to its 
present size, with an enrollment of 40, is 
one of the active and progressive organ- 
izations of the school. On the morning of 
Sunday, May 10, it furnished the music 
in connection with an impressive Mother’s 
Day service, and in the afternoon sang in 
the service at the Laurelton State Village. 
The teacher is Mr. Guy Roush. 

Reading from left to right. Front row: 
Maurice Landis, George Glover, H. G. Gute- 
lius, music director; Mrs. Harold Musser, 
accompanist; Guy Roush, teacher; Rev. R. 
D. Custer, pastor; George Grove, John 
Wehr, William Sholter, William Kerstetter, 
Robert Grove. 

Second rew: Charles Zimmerman, Mah- 
lon Dreese, Reuel Mitchell, general super- 
intendent of the school; George Stover, 
Boyd Hommel, Martin Boyer. 

Third row: Harry Ranck, Earl Sechler, 


school, with its doctrine that “self-expres- 
sion” along the lines of all desires is the 
aim of life, is so succinet and so sums up 
in miniature the whole: idealistic view of 
life that I quote it here. It is the closing 
word of the exhaustive historical survey: 
“A man is born with no ready-made self 
or soul for which he is entitled to demand 
expression as it stands. He is born with 
a bundle of instincts, emotions, passions, 
with faculties of sensation, memory, rea- 
son, imagination, will, which are the mate- 
rials of a self of infinite worth. But the 
free being is entrusted with the fashion- 
ing of his own self for good or evil out of 
these materials, both by industriously de- 
veloping their capacities and also by bring- 
ing them under a unified control. For any- 
one to allow unrestrained freedom of ex- 
pression to his emotions or passions, as he 
finds them,“is disastrous alike to himself 
and to his fellowmen. It is to lose or de- 
stroy his own soul and to promote the ruin 
of society. On the other hand, in the 
process of self-realization by self-control 
a man become conscious that he is not his 
own master—he is under authority. This 
is in part the authority of human society, 
of parents or state or Church, which may 
be misguided. But there is a higher au- 
thority of which he becomes conscious, 
which is properly divine, and inheres in 
the nature of things and expresses itself 
(more or less perfectly) in the moral law 
—to repudiate which is to repudiate the 
noblest part of his human heritage. To lay 
the reins on the neck of his emotions will 
not lead any human being to true liberty. 
The man only saves his soul or becomes 
truly a free man who both seeks to bring 
all his faculties under the control of the 
rational will and also his own will under 
the control of the society, which has for 
its end the good life of man, and above all 
under the control of the divine law to 
which his own conscience and the social 
conscience bear witness.” 


The last four chapters are devoted to a 
setting-forth of the presuppositions and 
foundations on which the Christian phil- 
osophy of the good life rests. There is the 
Christian Idea of God, and one’s concep- 
tion of what is good will depend largely 
upon the sort of God in which he believes. 
Bishop Gore would dismiss the popular 
gospel that religion is a life only and not 
a belief, as childish. There can be no 
life without an antecedent belief. Our 
acts are always expression of our creeds. 
Life issues out of doctrine. Dogma deter- 


Harry Erdley, Charles Grubb, James 
Brawn, Norman Wagner, Rufus Beaver, 
George Brouse, Paul Gharrett, Robert Erd- 
ley, Walter Struble, Robert Chambers. 
Fourth row: Spessard Strunk, Harold 


Musser, Paul Dennis, Theodore Shuck, 
Clarence Culp, Prestie Knepp, Clarence 
Chambers. 


Fifth row: Glenn, Royer, Lee Pfleegor, 
Paul Musser, Grant Yarger. 

In the lower picture, from left to right: 
Norman Yeakel, James Floyd Hager, Les- 
ter Hess, Blanche Seville Wierbach, Helen 
Alberta Yeakel, Newberry Lester Hager, 
Edna May Bleam, Mildred Mabel Yost, 
Samuel Benjamin Sellers, James Rauch 
Stein, Jr., and Francis Harvey Hager. 
(Class confirmed, Palm Sunday 1931, by 
Dr. J. Rauch Stein, during the illness of 
the pastor.) 


THE MISSION HOUSE 
This year, the Commencement Week at 
the Mission House was of unusual interest 
to the Church at large. It seems, our 


mines life. The fundamental thing is to 
get the right conception of God and our 
relation to Him. Likewise our idea of the 
good life will depend upon our idea of 
human nature. The Christian ideal of the 
good life flows from the Christian econcep- 
tion of human nature. Man has moral re- 
sponsibility, and he is under obligation to 
do what is right, “the right being conceiv- 
ed of as the will of the Good God who 
made and governs all things, although, as 
a being endowed with freedom, man is 
capable of disobedience as fully as of 
obedience.” 


The eleventh lecture is an illuminating — 
discussion of the part revelation has play- 
ed in influencing man’s conception of what 
is good and what is evil. The moderns will 
have none of it. Ethics are an evolution 
of associational life or have their origin 
in the individual’s desires. On the other 
hand, all of the great prophets from Zara- 
thrusta to the New Testament writers have 
emphatically ascribed the high and strong 
convictions concerning God and His will — 
for man which they have preached, “not to 
their own thought or discovery, but to the 
direct action of God disclosing Himself to 
the individual prophet and sending him to 
deliver His message to mankind.” Bishop 
Gore here answers those who would rule ~ 
out the supernatural, both as expressed in 
revelation and in miracle, and it is a very 
convincing piece of apologetics—the sort 
that is needed to meet the modern mind. 
The final lecture is devoted to the presenta- 
tion of a “Rational Faith.” It is rather 
interesting to find Bishop Gore attributing 
as a leading cause of doubt and agnostic- - 
ism a prevalent feeling that “Christianity 
is too good to be true.” 


“There is an objection, as deep as any 
which hinders men from welcoming the 
Christian Gospel, which is in effect that 
is too good to be true—that the Christian 
optimism cannot be reconciled with the 
grim and repulsive aspects of nature, so 
as to let us believe that the God of nature 
is really the Father of Jesus Christ.” This 
is one of the greatest chapters Bishop Gore 
has ever written. 


_ If there is any preacher who wants to 
take a book with him on his summer vaca- 
tion, which will, at one and the same time, 
prove interesting, easy reading and yet 
replenish his mind with stores of thought 
for next year’s work, this is the book for 
him, 
Frederick Lynch. 


“School of the Prophets” is entering upon 
a new era of prosperity, and looking for- 
ward to a promising future. The writer 
was instructed to report the activities of 
Commencement Week and will gladly give 
a brief summary. i 
The Board of Trustees and the Board of 
Visitors convened Tuesday evening, May 
26. Prof. Dr. Friedli, the acting president, 
conducted the affairs of the institution the 
past year with such tact, wisdom and di- 
plomacy, that a rising vote of thanks was 
given him. Students and faculty alike, re- 
spected his judgment. His report to the 
boards was concise, to the point, and with 
a hopeful outlook for the coming year. 
The Mission House is only a 20 minute 
ride from the heart of Sheboygan, giving 
professors and students easy access to all 
the culture of a growing city. In 1932 
the highway from Howard’s Grove to Elk- 
hardt Lake will be paved, bringing the 
pavement within one-half mile of our 
school and the authorities are to be ask 


(Continued on page 23) 
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SELF-RELIANCE 


“Whoso would be a man must be a non-conformist.” 
This was the stinging challenge of Emerson to everyone 
who aspires to strong and independent action. All progress 
comes through those who have such confidence in them- 
selves that they are not afraid to step across the fences 
raised by previous generations and, if necessary, to defy 
their contemporaries. If the conservatives always had their 
way, social improvement and advance would be impossible. 
“Son of man, stand upon thy feet,’ said the prophet 
Ezekiel. 


Fortunately, while repose is always the aim of nature, 
this is counter-balanced by another tendency which, owing 
to the ebb and flow of life, is sometimes feeble and again 
is strong—the will to chart new paths. Under the surface 
society is always generating new ferments. These take on 
a variety of forms, one of which is criticism of things as 
they are. Though children learn from their parents the 
modes, manners, and ideals of their group and how to live 
in good conscience, some are more daring than others and 
are always ready to break away from their inherited norms. 
Kipling’s poem, “The Explorer”, is a vigorous description 
of the non-conformist who leaves the physical comforts of 
civilization or the psychological safety of accepted ideas for 
the joy of adventure in unexplored realms. The obligations 
of the race to the pioneer can never be adequately appraised. 


That self-reliance involves many risks is plain. The 
moment a man leaves the beaten paths of thought or action 
he is liable to sink in some unsuspected quagmire or stumble 
over a precipice. But there is exhilaration in adventure 
and if risks were never accepted, life would soon be stag- 
nant and the human scene pathetically drab. The spec- 
tacle of Piccard rising into the stratosphere thrills a watch- 
ing world, and proves the royalty of manhood. 


But in the minor and undramatic aspects of life self- 
reliance is equally essential if a firm and effective character 
is to be attained. One cannot drive a motor car unless he 
believes in himself. So long as he has no confidence in his 
skill he is both a nuisance and a menace to others. If he 
holds back timidly from the stream of traffic, his patience 
will be sorely vexed and none will thank him for his con- 
sideration. This is equally true in the sphere of opinion. 
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The crowd is inflexible in its demand for social, political, 
and religious conformity. It takes a strong man to stand 
against the prevailing winds of doctrine. Yet in the per- 
spective of history, the saving forces of every generation 
in every country are seen to have been those who believed in 
themselves and did not bend to the popular will. “A man 
shall be as an hiding place from the wind and a covert 
from the tempest.” 

Though the self-reliant man is sometimes irritating to 
friend and foe alike, he is the most potent factor in human 
progress. The coward has no place in the rise of life to 
higher and more sensitive forms. Learn to trust yourself, 
to rely upon the light that God has given you. “Trust no 
party, sect, or fashion.” It will let you down if you do. 

I dare not allow my neighbor who will say that I am 
“queer” to deter me from stating my conviction. It is 
mine; and if I speak soft words and defer to the popular 
clamor, I prostitute my only claim to distinction by abdicat- 
ing the right to be myself. —J. A. MacC. 

* * 


GROWING BY DEGREES 


It is an old story that a college President, when asked 
to explain the steadily enlarging endowment of the institu- 
tion of which he was the head, replied, “We have been 
growing by degrees.” Of course, we resent the implica- 
tion in the case of our own institutions of learning, what- 
ever may be the case with others; but there is, we fear, 
quite a widespread suspicion that there is too close a con- 
nection between the gifts of money to colleges and the con- 
ferring of academic distinctions upon the donors or their 
friends, 

The editor has just received a letter from a ministerial 
friend, in which he expresses his conviction that this matter 
of conferring degrees has become a “huge joke.”’ He says 
that the latest and most correct interpretation of D.D., for 
example, is “Donated Dignity,” and he declares that a 
minister recently confessed to him that he had received the 
degree solely and simply because a good woman in his con- 
gregation had given him a large sum of money to pass on 
to his college. Moreover, our ministerial friend says that 
a wealthy man who had been solicited for financial aid by 
several colleges, each one of which had promised to confer 
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a degree upon him in return, gave vent to his opinion of 
this mercenary business in the following lines: 


“A college, unable expenses to meet, 

Once wrote this brief letter to me: 

‘If you will donate us five thousand, or more, 
We'll confer upon you a degree.’ 


I’ve made large donations to several schools, 
And each gave to me a degree; 

But the only one that I really deserved 

Has five letters, F. A. R. C. E.” 


There have probably been entirely too many instances of 
this kind, but it would be altogether unjustifiable to draw 
hasty conclusions. There is a great difference in the policy 
and practice of various colleges, and some of them exer- 
cise a restraint and discrimination which is most praise- 
worthy. The unfortunate thing is that after a while most 
folks forget where the degree was secured, and remember 
only that the man has it. In some cases it seems even to be 


self-conferred. 
* * * 


A FAITH THAT HOLDS 


While the “American Association for the Advancement 
of Atheism” is parading up and down the land with ban- 
ners and printed organ, emitting sounds that are discordant 
and exaggerated, assuring us that “matter, with its indwell- 
ing property, force, constitutes the reality of the universe” 
—something that no reputable scientist of today would give 
assent to,—it is heartening to read what The Literary Digest 
calls “A Dying President’s Valedictory.” 

“While death was waiting to usher him into eternal life, 
Dr. Samuel Palmer Brooks thought of his students.” Dr. 
Brooks had been president of Baylor University, Texas, 
for 29 years. His last class was about to graduate. With 
trembling hand he had signed their diplomas, and as he 
thinks of these graduates, he sends them a parting mess- 
sage, which was read to them during the graduating exer- 
cises—and after he had entered the great University in the 
Homeland. As reported by the Associated Press, this was 
his message. 


“T stand on the border of mortal life, but I face eternal 
life. I look backward to the years of the past to see all 
pettiness, all triviality shrink into nothing, and disappear. 
Adverse criticism has no meaning now. Only the worth- 
while things, the constructive things, the things that have 
been built for the good of mankind and the glory of God, 
count now. There is beauty, there is joy, and there is 
laughter in life—as there ought to be. 


“But remember, my students, not to regard lightly nor to 
ridicule the sacred things, those worthwhile things. Hold 
them dear, cherish them, for they alone will sustain you in 
the end. And remember, too, that only through work and, 
ofttimes, through hardships may they be obtained. But the 
compensation of blessing and sweetness at the last will 
glorify every hour of work and every heartache from hard- 
ship. Do not face the future with timidity or with fear. 
Face it solidly, courageously, jealously. Have faith in 
what it holds. My own faith as I approach eternity grows 
stronger day by day. The faith I have had in life is pro- 
jected into this vast future toward which I travel now. J 
know that I go to an all-powerful God, wherever He may 
be. I know He is a personality Who created man in His 
pes Beyond that I have no knowledge—no fear—only 

aith,” 

When the shadows deepen and the eyes grow dim, faith 
transcends sight and we see the glory of the beyond, as the 
veil is slowly drawn aside. Then it is that faith is glorified 
into knowledge, and we see, even as Stephen saw—“The 
Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.” 

—A. M.S. 


* * * 


TO_TRANSFORM, NOT TO CONFORM 


When Professor Halford E. Luccock speaks to young 
preachers, they may well take heed. In his recent address 
to the graduates of Yale Divinity School, he challenged 
them in his characteristically incisive style against the plati- 
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tudinous and ineffective pulpit messages which are all too 
common and told them emphatically: “If you have nothing 
but the big booming generalities which echo in every Cham- 
ber of Commerce and luncheon club in the land, and—God 
pity us—in some pulpits, in God’s name keep still. Bring 
to the total life of our time, to our chaotic morality, our 
popular magazine philosophy, our individualistic ethics, our 
trust in force, the chauvinistic nationalism now rampant 
throughout the world—the challenge of Jesus’ valuation of 
life. Every generation of preachers is confronted with the 
same alternative—either to conform to the world like a 
chameleon, taking our protective coloring from prevailing 
standards and practices, or to transform the world. The 
first is by far the easiest. One never gets into ‘hot water’ 
by conformity. But, on the other hand, one never gets into 
the succession of the prophets without a baptism of ‘hot 
water.’ Indeed, the essential point about the apostolic bap- 
tism is not the amount of water, but its temperature. The 
priest is never in hot water; the prophet is never out of it. 
If you have any word for this time which is peculiarly the 
contribution of Jesus, sharp-edged and thorough-going, in 
God’s name say it.” 

This is pre-eminently a demand for a spiritual message, 
not a man-made philosophy, but a God-sent revelation, a 
Gospel of genuine good news from on high, mediated 
through a human personality which has fellowshipped with 
God in the night-watches. It is not the message of a glori- 
fied promotor, but the voice of a consecrated prophet who 
has, at least in some degree, learned both the will of our 
Heavenly Father and the spiritual needs of our human 


brothers. 
oe 


FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 


Those who are striving earnestly to overcome the war 
psychology, which has brought so much havoc and sorrow 
into millions of homes, must realize that they have a long 
and hard road to travel. One of the greatest obstacles with 
which they must contend is to be found in the stubborn 
intransigeance, the apparently hopeless reactionary attitude 
of so many newspapers. One sometimes wonders whether 
this is worse in the more remote and parochial sections and 
in the smaller communities, or whether it reaches its nadir 
in the great cities. Most of the stock arguments for the 
continuance of the old, mad rule of the fist and the claw 
are so absurd and puerile that many are inclined to dis- 
count their influence, but it must be remembered that the 
average mental age is not very high and even the silliest 
propositions have won an amazing following. In the end, 
the truth is bound to win out, but perverted and wrongly 
interpreted facts continue to do much damage. 

We have been reading an editorial entitled, Freedom of 
Thought, in an Ohio newspaper, which seeks to justify the 
recent dismissal of Dr. Herbert Miller of the Department 
of Sociology in Ohio State University, said to be due to 
Dr. Miller’s activity against compulsory military training, 
which has been practiced in that institution. The ethical 
quality of the editorial referred to was well-nigh beneath 
contempt. The editor proceeded on the assumption that 
anyone who opposes compulsory military training is neces- 
sarily anti-American, and therefore, as a teacher in a state- 
endowed institution, “he is drawing pay from the taxpayers 
of the very state and nation that his theories would under- 
mine.” The editor professes to believe in “freedom of 
thought and speech as an American ideal,” but “never when 
it seeks to disintegrate America”; and, of course, he takes 
for granted that he and those who think as he does have 
the right to decide whenever an opinion which anybody 
holds is disintegrating. If it does not agree with their 
views, their idea is that the heretic should be thrown out 
head first. Professing to represent “the greatest democracy 
on earth,” and posing not only as patriots but as super- 
patriots, such journalists give an almost perfect imitation 
of the bumptious and intolerant Mussolini. The Italian 
dictator asserts that the child, as soon as he is old enough 
to learn, belongs to the State. Religion is approved as an 
“indispensable” adjunct in working out political problems, 
but it must submit at all points to secular authority, for the 


State can brook no attacks upon its regime. In the case _ 
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of the Duce, this means, of course, “I am the State.” Or 
as he puts it, ““Politics—that’s me!” Of course discussion 
is permitted among the Fascists; it enables them to let off 
steam. ‘We discuss ardently,” says Mussolini, “but at a 
certain moment I say, ‘The case has been heard. And the 
discussion ceases. I then decide, and everybody obeys.” 
Could anything be simpler? Nor does the principle differ 
much if a bunch of unofficial editors or some group of 
public officials thus assumes the right to “put the political 
entity called the nation above the moral entity called con- 
science,” and to declare that “there is no God but Con- 
gress!” 

When a pastor in that Ohio city dared to take issue with 
the editorial above mentioned, and properly called attention 
to the mistaken implication that military drill is legally com- 
pulsory in a land-grant college, he was answered in child- 
ish fashion by the cock-sure editor. The pastor had quoted 
Secretary Wilbur’s statement of last April, as follows: 
“Compulsory military training in peace time is not in con- 
sonance with our ideals or the spirit of our democracy.” 
The editor’s reply was: “A communication appeared in this 
paper from a local minister of the gospel, taking issue with 
this newspaper’s stand on compulsory training at Ohio State 
University. The gentleman is against it because he does 
not believe in war. By the same token, we presume he 
does not carry any fire insurance, because he 
does not believe in fires. His communication, however, is 
what we would expect of him.” Such a reply gives a quite 
accurate picture both of the unreasonableness and the dis- 
courtesy of the military mind. 

* * * 


SEEING THE INVISIBLE 


Seeing the invisible, visions and dreams, have led to 
many great discoveries and the working of many modern 
miracles. Columbus had a vision of a new world long 
before he set his feet on the soil of our continent. Marconi 
heard distant voices speaking to him, and far off music 
ringing in his ears, long before the first wireless set was 
completed and months before he received his first radio 
message. Edison saw homes and cities made brilliant with 
the light of the electric lamp, before he had perfected his 
first electric bulb. The Wright brothers heard the hum of 
the engine and swish of the propellers, before they com- 
pleted their first rude pattern that gave promise of the con- 
quest of the air. So has it ever been and so will it continue 
to be, as long as men are loyal and obedient to the visions 
that are given to them, and hearken to the voices that speak 
to them in their day dreams. 

Paul says, “I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vis- 
ion,” and he went across to a far country, led by an unseen 
hand, the man of God chosen to change the map of Europe, 
and carry the Gospel of Life and Light divine to nations 
still seeking the “Unknown God.” Paul’s was a vision that 
called him to endure hardships, to labor among a strange 
people, to salute and fellowship with Gentiles as “Brethren.” 

Our Saviour was not disobedient to the heavenly vision 
that the Father had given to Him. It was the Father’s will, 
not His own will that He sought to do. His was the vision 
of a world conquest, nations transformed and kingdoms 
overthrown. Himself uplifted and acclaimed as the King 
of kings. He called men to follow Him and proclaim the 
Gospel of salvation unto the whole world. This is the task 
that He has committed to His Church of the 20th century. 
This the vision that He promises must and will come true, 
to and for all who are obedient to the heavenly vision, and 
have enough faith to see the Invisible One going on before, 
and pledging victory for all who follow Him all the way. 

The Master and the world are calling today for young 
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men and young women of vision, who are willing and ready 
to go forward, and out among the nations of the earth, as 
torch-bearers of the Gospel of peace and good will among 
the nations that are still in darkness and without the Com- 
forter of Truth and Peace. Youth looks out and across the 
world today, and has many dreams and visions of the years 
and conquests that lie just beyond. Youth is seeing the 
invisible forces that are pressing in and upon him. Some 
are sordid and some are rich in spiritual power. The Mas- 
ter’s call is for a consecrated heroism.” Men who are will- 
ing to do and dare, to tread where saints have trod, to gain 
the glory of a great service and to win the beauty of Christ- 
like characters. These are visions that are worthwhile, and 
dreams that have assurance of fulfillment for youth and 
manhood, for motherhood and womanhood, for the Church 
of Jesus Christ and her ministry, for all who have eyes 
to see and wills to obey. —A. M.S. 
na tee 
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THE PARABLE OF THE LITTLE TOTS 


Children’s Day has come and gone. That means many 
new dresses and suits, shoes and stockings; recitations, ex- 
ercises, solos and class songs ; Decorating Committees scour- 
ing back yards for flowers, distressed teachers rehearsing 
a tenth of the grade, nine-tenths away on a trip, or having 
forgotten the date and hour; the Sunday School study 
period turned into a bedlam of final rehearsal for the Great 
Event; programs, envelopes, collections—you know all 
about it, if you are a Sunday School Executive. Some- 
times the vexed Superintendent asks himself, is it worth 
all the bother, and trouble and worry, and heartaches? For 
are there not usually flareups because the child of some 
socially prominent matron has been overlooked? 

Worth while? Of course it is! Even if the Juniors are 
not up to their usual standard and the singing is only 
half-hearted, the Kindergartners and the Primary Young- 
sters always carry away the honors of the day. It’s not 
that they do so well; far from it. You can’t hear what 
they say, and more often than not, they don’t even say 
their “piece,” because they never knew it or forgot it; but 
they stand up front in all their unspotted beauty and un- 
tarnished obliviousness of self, and cut up such unexpected 
capers and cute antics that the whole audience can’t help 
but love the whole group, and smile and laugh out aloud, 
which is an outlet for repressed tears and—well, Children’s 
Day by the Sunday School is a great day in the Church 
Calendar. June, roses, living lilies and buttercups, God 
bless the kiddies one and all, and God bless the crusty old 
fellows who can’t understand that a pair of roller skates, 
a mouth organ, a game of prisoner’s base at 9 o’clock P. M. 
over the neighbor’s yard, and an additional dozen of noisy 
games and devices are as necessary for a normal boy and 
girl as a pipe, a newspaper, and the radio hour are the 
privilege of us grown-ups. If the Penman had the choice 
of two services through and by which he wished to chasten 
the spirits of a group of men and women—the one a funeral, 
the other a Children’s Day service—he’d choose the latter. 
There is always a strange, mystic expression on the faces 
of those who have attended a Church service where the 
performers are the little ones. In these days of many traf- 
fic cops, it still remains a truth that a little child shall lead 
them! Selah. 


An Urgent Appeal 


J. S. WisE, Treasurer 


Just what the Board of Home Missions 
is expected to do in these days of distress 
is a grave problem. Abandoning work in 


a few fields that are not very promising, 
for the time being, will not solve it. 
real cause for the Board’s present condi- 


tion is due entirely to the general depres- 
sion throughout the world. The Board’s 
income has been unduly affected and is 
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causing widespread suffering. I fear that 
there are thousands of dollars that were 
given at Easter time for the apportion- 
ment that are still in the hands of Congre- 
gational Treasurers. If that is so, may I 
appeal to you, pastors, elders and well-to- 
do members, to see that all apportionment 
funds are released at once to meet the 
pressing needs of our worthy Missionaries. 
The income for the last six months is over 
one hundred thousand dollars less than 
that for the same period of 1929. I am 
receiving many pitiful appeals similar to 
the following letter which comes from 
North Dakota and must tell its own story: 

“Surely you will receive more than one 
letter in this time of financial distress 
from your missionaries. In German there 
is a sentence: ‘Wo nichts ist, da hat auf 
der Kaiser das Recht verloren” You can- 
not pay your missionaries when the Church 
is failing to provide the necessary money. 
May the Lord grant that conditions for 
our Boards are better soon. Now, as for 


me, dear brother Wise, I do not want any 
unjust preference in receiving the salary, 
but as I suppose there are some differences 
regarding the dependence upon the part of 
the Board in paying amongst your mission- 
aries, may I ask you that you would place 
my name on your roll a little in advance, 
if that is possible at all. For this asking 
I will give you some reasons which would 
justify my petition. First, as we had many 
sicknesses in our family, we could not as 
yet save anything and there are some debts. 
Therefore, each month every cent avail- 
able is going to its place where somebody 
is waiting for it. So I have no savings 
ready for use in time of need like now. 
Secondly, times are so hard for the mem- 
bers of my congregation that many went 
into bankruptcy last year already. They 
fell behind several hundred dollars regard- 
ing my salary and this summer conditions 
are worse yet, Thirdly, I have to live in 
where the rent is high, $50 per 
This I have 


month for a modest house. 


to pay in advance and several other items, 
as you know how conditions are in the 
cities. My wife is in the hospital. I have 
catechetical instructions at... .. 7% % 
90 miles away. I have to pay for help to 
take care of our two little children. All 
that is impossible without money. So you 
see, dear brother Wise, that I do not feel 
very exalted at the present time. I hope 
you will pardon me for writing this letter, 
and, if you could possibly do that, place 
my name a little more in advance upon 
your roll. It would be a great help to me. 


“May the Lord bless you and our 
Church. Thanking you very much in ad- 
vance in case you could do anything justi- 
fiable.” 


Out of the check, which I am now send- 
ing to the writer of the above letter, al- 
most one-half will be required to pay the 
rent. Over one-half of our Missionaries 
have not yet received their salary checks 
for May while those for June are now due, 


SYMPOSIUM: Should Music Displace the Sermon? 


Some time ago the “Messenger” contained the following editorial entitled, Placing the Blame: 


Why do we have diminishing, even vanishing, congregations in our Churches? 
Why don’t we get decent Church music? 


honest needs of humanity? 


Why is the Church failing to meet the plain, 
Why, especially, are the Churches not in a position to pay 


living salaries to their organists, requiring their full time service? Believe it or not, Mr. T. Scott Buhrman, editor of “The American 
Organist,” believes he knows the reason. Just think of it, organists in New York get salaries ranging from $300 to $10,000 a year; 
with the vast majority getting from $1,200 to $2,400, says Mr. Buhrman in the “New York Times”; and “would one go to the opera 
if the director had no higher value than that? Or to the theatre if the star performers were not worth any more?” No, the poor 
organists are the victims of a mistake—and the mistake is principally in the character of the service. What we need to do is to 
“eliminate the sermons and build a religious service that helps men to ‘live, and live more abundantly’.” A vast majority of humanity 
has somehow discovered that God is greater than the Bible, says this musical editor, and “when we go to Church and find, for the 
most part, that the one big item in the service is devoted to theoretical discussion of some really petty, or at least non-helpful, word 
or phrase in the Bible and, worse yet, to one man’s idea of what that might mysteriously mean, as though the Bible were an 
enigma, grown men get tired and find the inspiration they need elsewhere than in the Church.” 


Well, “the foolishness of preaching” has always been a stumbling-block to some folks, even to organists. Presumably it is 
natural for musicians to think that the minister occupies too much of the brief time allotted for worship, and doubtless many of 
those who attend Church more or less regularly find the sermon the least interesting part of the hour, and would not grieve if it 
were greatly minimized or altogether eliminated. At any rate, disquieting as it may be to some of us, Mr. Buhrman is bold enough 
to raise a point which is important if true, when he gives such an explanation for poor Church attendance as well as for the poor 
quality of much “religious” music. He adds: 


“When will some great mind arise to do for the Church service what 8. L. Rothafel did for the motion-picture theatre or Belasco 
did for the stage? Beautiful thoughts, divinely inspired, did not cease to be written with the writing of the Bible. When will the 
Church found its service on divinely inspired and helpful utterances? And would it not be just as idiotic for organists to persist in 
writing thirty minutes of new music of their own for each service—instead of using the infinitely better music written by others— 
as for ministers to persist in thinking they can write forty or fifty minutes of sermons and prayers twice every Sunday and thereby 
contribute more to the service of humanity than has been contributed by the entire Bible and all the inspired utterances since 


time began?” 


The “Messenger” will be glad to give valuable book prizes for the best letters of not more than 400 words on this subject, 
received by the editor not later than May 15. 


Various letters received in reply were submitetd to a competent Board of Judges, including both ladies and gentlemen, and by 
their verdict all of the following are worth considering in connection with this important question raised by the editor of “The 


American Organist.” 


A MUSIC CENTERED CHURCH 
SERVICE 


It is illogical, in the question raised by 
the “Messenger,” to make a comparison of 
effectiveness for religious ends between 
ideal sacred music, such as Mr. Buhrman 
wants, with a type of preaching, such as 
he desires, which may be far from excel- 
lent. The proposition should be: Will a 
skillfully conducted music centered Church 
service draw people to Church and bring 
them into communion with God better than 
an equally skilled sermon centered service? 

The distinguished proponent of the mu- 
sic centered service is unfortunate in one 
of the points necessary for his contention. 
Give the Churehes the kind of musical 
services which only big money can buy, 
he says in effect, and the Church will win 
out against the present wave of indiffer- 
ence. This sounds decidedly “New York.” 
Here it is again,—the persistent claim of 
big business; “Enough money can buy any- 
thing.” So let us save the Church by 
rushing highly paid organists to the front 
and “sell”? God at so much per chord. If 
we “cannot serve God and mammon,” can 
mammon save God? 


We hope you will find the symposium interesting and suggestive. 


Some of our American Churches stress 
sacred music. It is not evident that they 
are uniformly more successful in drawing 
people to Church than the Churches which 
intentionally, or unintentionally, feature 
preaching. 


Europe has for centuries had its cathe- 
dral organs, and cathedral choirs, and the 
classic sacred musi¢ which goes with them. 
We have no evidence that the Churches 
of the continent have been more potent in 
establishing vital religion in the hearts of 
its people than the Churches of America 
which have not been so richly blessed with 
cathedrals and the cathedral type of wor- 
ship. 


Jesus was able, without the aid of an 
organist, a choir, or classic anthems, to 
draw the first small group of believers 
about Him. Would He have done better 
if He had sung the gospel? Paul, also 
without such helps, effectively planted 
Christianity in the soil out of which mod- 
ern, western civilization has grown. Their 
labors, without which we would have no 
Church, hardly encourage us to believe 
that the spoken word from the mouth of a 
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true man of God is not the most effective 
way of winning men to Him. 


We have profound reverence for beauti- 
ful, uplifting sacred music in the Church 
service. It has a place there, but its place 
is not the first place. Mr. Buhrman raises 
a question of intriguing interest, for which 
we may thank him, but he tries to make 
his argument carry more than it can bear. 

Cc. G. P. 


WORSHIP IS THE CHIEF THING 


The article “Placing the Blame” is one 
of the soundest expressions of common 
sense that has yet appeared. The note- — 
worthy thing is that its sentiments come 
from a layman, who is, of course, supposed 
to be professionally unversed in theology 
and other ecclesiastical matters. Is the 
article not an indication that our laymen 
are thinking in a direction in which most — 
of the clergy are reluctant or afraid to 
think? 


There seems to be utter confusion of 
pose among us in the matter of Chu 
attendance. Ask the average Prot 
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does), and he will be unable to give a 
ready answer. But ask a Catholic, and he 
will immediately say: “To worship God.” 
And yet he is not expecting to “hear a 
sermon” when he goes! We talk about the 
essence of Protestant worship as being the 
preaching of the Word of God; but can 
anyone deny that, except in the rarest 
cases, it is merely the preaching of the 
word of man? 

Evelyn Underhill says: “Worship is faith 
in action.” Our faith does not seem to 
act. Our congregations are content to be 
utterly passive while a “preacher” 
“preaches.” They never worship, because 
they cannot. They have never been taught 
to worship, and we make no provisions that 
will enable them to worship. They have 
no conception of the minister as a priest 
as well as a prophet. Who says he should 
be only a prophet? Many of us have on 
occasion been asked to have “no long ser- 
mon.” We know well enough that many 
of the people stay out of Church because 
sermons are boresome to them. 

The establishment of a Commission on 
Church Music to work out a solution for 
our liturgical problems, as several other 
communions have done, would be something 
that would repay our judicatories infinitely 
more than the mass of comparative triviali- 
ties with which they are wont to concern 
themselves. The introduction of the sub- 
ject into the columns of this journal is a 
challenge to us to take a forward step, 
which will be also an upward step. Shall 
we dismiss it lightly, or shall we start a 
spiritual revolution in our Church? 

Fellow Christians, lay and clerical, let 
us heed the plea to return once more to 
the worship of the true God, rather than 
of our own yain wisdom. 

Tori. 


MUSIC VS. SERMONS 


The editor of “The American Organist,” 
in his suggestion to “eliminate the ser- 
mons and build up a religious service that 
helps men to ‘live, and live more abundant- 
ly’,” is a striking example of the parable 
of the camel which first got its head in the 
tent door and gradually its whole body, 
and when the situation became unsatisfac- 
tory invited the owner to get out into the 
cold. In this instance, however, the camel 
was invited in, and now feels itself of 
such great importance that it boldly de- 
mands the owner to cut out the sermons 
and prayers. 

The question might be reversed: “Would 
it not be better to throw out the organist 
and the choir?” The early Church did not 
have organist or choir, and got along very 
well. 

Fine musical services with readings of 
the beautiful thoughts and ideas of men 
and women of the past and present might 
fill the pews, but they would not save 
souls or advance the Kingdom of God. 

The Church is a vast organism with a 
tremendous task on its hands. It has an 
army of foreign missionaries, great educa- 
tional institutions, homes for aged, for 
orphans, hospitals, all of which seek to 
minister to “the abundant life” and must 
be supported. The Church seeks to min- 
ister to the needs of a struggling, har- 
rassed, perplexed multitude of people 
through its sermons and prayers. 

The editor needs to get up on a high 
mountain and take a look around and he 
will wonder what at all organists and 
choirs have to do with these immense 


works, and how good music and fine 
thoughts alone would ever keep them 
going. - 


The cause for the empty pews does not 
lie with either organist or minister. There 
are many contributing causes, one of which 
is that many people are becoming Amos an’ 
Andy minded and “incorpulated” with too 
much worldly wisdom. 

The solution of the problem does not lie 
in services with or without sermons and 
prayers. It is too complicated to be solved 
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so easily. 
many organists and choirs developing a 
religious and spiritual life that would be 
manifest in the choir box; become ae- 
quainted with the real purposes of the 
Chureh, and then have the organist, choir 
and minister work together to produce 
services which will be spiritual, reverential, 
uplifting and comforting. Services which 
will minister to the “abundant life” in a 
worthy manner and stir men to self-sacri- 
ficing participation in the greatest of all 
works: the establishing of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, 


A partial solution lies in a good 


Vox Humano. 


ORATORS OR ORATORIOS? 


To “build a religious service that helps 
men to live, and live more abundantly” is 
truly the aim of the Church in its public 
worship services. It cannot be done by 
making the one big item of the service “a 
theoretical discussion of some non-helpful 
word or phrase in the Bible.’ Nor can 
such a service be built on the ministry of 
music alone. The ultimate motive for at- 
tendance at a religious service is not enter- 
tainment, but the quest of a soul for peace 
with God. A radically different standard 
of values is found in Church and theatre. 
A five thousand dollar a year preacher is 
easily the equal in value of a fifty thou- 
sand dollar professional entertainer, in 
drawing power. There is this further dif- 
ference between preachers and organists. 
The preacher through prayer and study of 
the Word of God speaks directly from God 
to men in the power of the Spirit of Christ. 
Through the medium of the preacher’s own 
personality and experience the Holy Spirit 
in him speaks to the soul of his hearers, 
and interprets His own messages to that 
soul. This is preaching. But the organist 
speaks through the medium of an instru- 
ment, and another man’s genius in the com- 
position of music. Therefore it would be 
rather idiotic for many of them “to per- 
sist in writing thirty minutes of their 
own music for each service instead of 
using the infinitely better music written 
by others,” for they are not accused of 
plagairising. He is expected to copy the 
master musician to mechanical perfection. 
Another difficulty in the way of an exclu- 
sive ministry of music is a widespread lack 
of appreciation of musical masterpieces. 
Its power to keep the soul in a state of 
sustained elevation is also too limited for 
the Chureh to make it the soul of its wor- 
ship service. Which then shall it be, orators 
or oratorios? By all means, both! Neither 
one to the exclusion of the other. Let the 
soul of the worshiper be uplifted by the 
divinest strains of music man is capable of 
producing. And let is also affect the soul 
of the preacher. Then while both preacher 
and worshiper are drawn close to God by 
the ministry of music, let the preacher 
bring a message from God to his hearers. 

ET on Ee 


HOW MANY DOLLARS PER 
SUNDAY? 


By John Leary 


An organist receiving $300 per year is 
underpaid, if you consider the time he de- 
votes to the organ and the choir in his 
Church. The organist receiving $10,000 
per annum is overpaid, no matter how 
brilliant a director or how good a performer 
or even a composer and improvisator he is. 
He can’t put that much genius into the 
interpretation of Church music, or that 
much time to the instrument, the quartette, 
or the chorus. Moreover, the salary an 
organist gets or does not get, whether he 
earns it or not, does not enter into the 
success of the worship service of his 
Church. Sheer artistry is no more a fac- 
tor in the worship of God than a finely 
read or a beautifully extemporized prayer 
by a preacher with a bishop’s voice. That, 
and much more that goes into the hour 
between 11.15 A. M. to 12.30 P. M., is 
simply a performance. 
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Neither the organist, the choir, nor the 

preacher can guarantee the success of a 

service. A crying baby can put John 


Sebastian Bach to rout; a flitting bat or 
a darting bird brings the benediction as 
soon as the offering has been taken and 
the offertory chanted. A janitor that has 
overslept and has a chilly sanctuary can 
do more to dampen worship than a poorly 
played prelude, a halting prayer, an atro- 
ciously rendered anthem, or a repetitional 
sermon. Those who conduct worship know 
these things. You have worshiped when 
the music was all that money could pur- 
chase and a cultured audience could de- 
sire, and yet, somehow, it left you cold, 
or eritical, or both. A noted and much- 
heralded preacher came to town and you 
went to hear him, and he did not succeed 
in putting his message across, and you 
wondered why he receives $15,000 per year. 


T. Scott Buhrman is like many other 
critics of things ecclesiastical; he has over- 
looked the presence and the power of the 
Holy Spirit during the hours of the morn- 
ing and the evening sacrifice. Unetion 
makes worshipers enrapport with all the 
music and the singing and the spoken word, 
and if you have not brought that with you 
to the sanctuary, the poor fellow at the 
console, the man behind the lectern and 


the pulpit can’t inoculate you with it. We 
attended an organ dedication. The organ- 


ist was unable to play one of the hymn 
tunes. Quick as a flesh he slid from the 
bench, picked up his violin and led the 
singing, and—it was unusually good con- 
gregational singing, for the people sang 
with spirit, because they were happy in 
having, and dedicating, a new organ. 

We do not wish to be understood as 
minimizing good music in God’s house, nor 
good preaching. These and many other 
factors are part of the worship, but they 
amount to little if the Divine element is 
wanting. You may find it in the Church 
of cathedral proportions, and you may look 
for it in vain. You may discover it in a 
small Church at the country crossroads, 
and you may not. It largely depends upon 
yourself. Not every person who hears Bach 
is moved to tears or to adoration. Not 
every worshiper who hears sonorous pray- 
ers and masterful sermons is benefited, if 
the contents of the collection plates are 
any indication of what impressions have 
been made. 


Certainly, let us have better music from 
competent musicians, and better sermons— 
and briefer—and, also, better members! 


BARNUMIZING THE HOUSE OF 
PRAYER 


In reading criticisms of Mr. Buhrman, 
editor of the “American Organist,” we 
should remember that many of his sub- 
scribers are passing through a financial de- 
pression. Fifteen years in the promised 
land of moviedom—and now “talkies.” In 
opposing “talkies” in the Church and en- 
leavoring to lead his readers away from 
the “wailing wall,’ Mr. Buhrman says, 
“eliminate the sermons and build a reli- 
gious service that helps men to live, and 
live more abundantly.” Another typical 
American short-cut: Pay the organists 
higher salaries and, presto, we shall all 
live more abundantly. 


The prime reason for “grown men get- 
ting tired and finding inspiration (?) else- 
where than in the Church” is usually due 
to development of different desires, or as 
Paul states it—“For Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present world.” If 
Church worship implies entertainment, Mr. 
Buhrman is right; but if the present stage 
and movies are results of being Belascoed 
and Roxied, why seek a superman to 
Barnumize the House of Prayer? ‘Would 
it be sacrilegious to inquire what stage 
effects were employed on the day of 
Pentecost? 

The essential need of Church worship 
is the Holy Spirit, not higher salaried per- 
formers. It needs more shepherds and 
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fewer hirelings, ticker tape tinkers, and 
leaders with more “on the side” than in- 
side. With Christ in the pulpit and pew, 
at console and council, the challenge of 
Church worship and attendance is met. We 


must recognize that discipline and discei- 
pleship are synonymous. 
Too often we find the higher the budget, 


the tighter we close our eyes in endeavor- 
ing to meet it. In an effort to gloss over 
our defects Mr. Buhrman suggests a fan- 
fare to attract followers of Baal, forget- 
ting that Elijah too tried various stunts 
but eventually found Him in the still small 
voice, 

A vital service in the Church is render- 
ed by many who receive no salary. Un- 
selfish sacrifices of Sunday School teachers 
and Christian leaders shames efforts of 
many paid leaders. Where there is no 
sacrifice, there is no Christ. 

Frankly, I feel there are many spiritu- 
ally-starved Christians seeking consecrated 
leadership. As so well illustrated on cover 
of April 16 issue of the “Messenger,” this 
leadership is being accepted by our youth. 
Christ’s challenge is “Come.”  Today’s 
youth—clean and courageous, unspoiled by 
compromise—is prepared to say “Come.” 

“What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes? and whence came they? These 
are they which came out of great tribula- 
tion and have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 


Organist. 


PLACING THE BLAME 

In reply to the editor’s request for sug- 
gestions on the Church service, as describ- 
ed by T. Scott Buhrman, we would say 
that the eccentric egotism of many organ- 
ists is only surpassed by their indifference 
in helping the minister to secure a strong 
and helpful service for the sanctuary on 
the Lord’s Day. 

If the music is the only thing, turn the 
Church and congregation over to the or- 
ganist and see what becomes of the con- 
gregation. Only when minister, organist 
and congregation work together to make 
each service more inspiring and helpful to 
the assembled worshipers can the best re- 
sults be obtained. 

In preparing for a Good Friday service 
I went to the organist and asked him to 
secure music that would prepare the con- 
gregation for me to read the story of the 
crucifixion. He selected and prepared the 
choir for the service. When I began to 
read the story, a hush fell on the assembly 
and before the reading was completed all 
over the Church people were in tears. Many 
said the crucifixion had never seemed so 
real, so terrible. They could not account 
for it. 

The music had created the atmosphere 
and prepared the people to receive the 
message of the Scripture lesson. And after 
that an ordinary sermon became a great 
sermon, because the conditions were right 
for its delivery. 


It is exasperating to sit in the pulpit 
with a large congregation waiting while 
the organist gives us his tweedle-deedle- 
dee-too-do-de-dum-dum-dum —and_ getting 
dumber all the time. He calls it a prelude. 
In another Church, a few chords on the 
organ, choir and congregation rise and, 
led by the great organ, sing “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty, Early in the 
morning our songs shall rise to Thee.” 
Every soul, borne on the wings of that 
message, joins in invocation, hymn, Serip- 
ture reading, prayer and sermon. It be- 
comes a great service—comforting, instrue- 
tive, inspiring a multitude who can go out 
saying, “Heaven is nearer and Christ is 
dearer than yesterday to me.” 

To me a Church service is a very won- 
derful thing. It means so much to the 
hungry-hearted, to the weary and discour- 
aged, to the young dreaming of life’s great 
days ahead. 

And on next Lord’s Day morning the 
preacher will have another opportunity to 
deliver his message. That opportunity will 
never come again. The same people will 
never be there again. It may be the only 
chance he will ever have to speak to some 
of them. Don’t you think that fact should 
jolt him out of his easy-going indifference, 
and lead him to see his organist and con- 
gregation and secure their help to make it 
a very wonderful service. If all our preach- 
ers do that, our Churches will be filled. 


Wilbert. 


(“The Messenger” will publish more of these interesting letters next week.) 


What Is Wrong with Stewardship? 


The plea for a worthy stewardship is 
the plea for a holy cause. Nothing comes 
closer to the spirit and core of Jesus’ teach- 
ing than the doctrine of stewardship. It 
is, in its purity, the most creative of 
present-day religious tenets because it pro- 
vides a wide open channel for the practice 
of Christian love. If one desires to find 
the secret to the Master’s whole philosophy 
of life and the final truth of His teaching, 
stewardship is the one-and only satisfac- 
tory experiment. It will, therefore, be a 
happy day when this experiment shall no 
longer be restricted to the laboratory of 
the individual believer, but shall be car- 
ried on as a vast economic and social ex- 
periment, sanctioned and sponsored by the 
Christian Church. 


The strained and feverish, albeit heroic 
attempts of the Church to popularize and 
universalize the practice of Christian stew- 
ardship has put all the modern promotional 
agencies of the Church to the severest test. 
The psychology of salesmanship has been 
vigorously applied in all denominations. 
High pressure methods are incessantly be- 
ing employed by responsible committees in 
most of the Churches. , Everywhere, in ec- 
clesiastical circles, a multiplicity of de- 
vices serve to lure more members into the 
blessings of an adequate stewardship. 
Shibboleths are flaunted, posters are erect- 
ed, contests are held, study classes are con- 
ducted, hymns are sung and sermons are 
preached—all to promote the cause of stew- 
ardship. But stewardship has not gripped 
the Church. While it is true that, here 
and there, certain individuals do respond 
with an exalted sense of their Christian 
obligations, the fact is that the Church 
has failed, so far, to develop a sufficient 
number of individuals with so distinctive 
a passion of love as to make an noticeable 
impression upon a Callous, acquisitive 
society. 

The propaganda of the Church has been 
futile. The doctrine remains unconvincing 
to the majority of people. Men simply do 
not fall in line with its principles. Real- 
istic proof of this fact is supplied by the 
present world-wide economic debacle. 
Never before has there been such an 
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abundance of worldly goods owned by pro- 
fessing Christians existing side by side 
with desperate need. “America,” says 
Will Rogers, “has the unique distinction of 
being the first country in the history of 
the world to have more than enough of 
everything it needs and wants while, at 
the same time, thousands of workers are 
compelled to stare at the horrible specter 
of starvation.” What a tragic commentary 
upon the stewardship of “Christian” Amer- 
ica! When bank deposits are swollen be- 
yond all precedence and hunger stalks just 
around the corner for millions, steward- 
ship is not working. Distasteful though it 
may be, the fact is that stewardship has 
failed. Something is wrong. 


To this fact the Christian Church ap- 
pears to be entirely oblivious. It is try- 
ing to escape a menacing situation by 
insisting more than ever on its policy of 
stewardship promotion. The wisdom of this 
policy is being seriously questioned by 
many on the ground, not that it is wrong 
in itself, but that it does not go deep 
enough. When a doctrine or standard of 
the Chureh has received all the ecclesiast- 
ical impetus that stewardship has received 
it is difficult to see what further benefits 
can be derived from a mere increase of 
emphasis upon an apparently futile policy. 

If stewardship has failed it has either 
been set flying on a false pinion or con- 
tains no life at all. It is scarcely conceiv- 
able that so lofty and noble a doctrine, 
designed to lead men into the very heart 
of the Kingdom of God, is devoid of all 
living and life-giving substance. Rather, 
it may be stated, the Church has singularly 
failed to release, for its constituency, the 
dynamic and creative forces that lie dor- 
mant in its teaching. The whole atmos- 
phere within the Church has been too cold 
to set the leaven to work. In other words, 
the Church has been expecting the impos- 
sible: it has been looking for converts 
to stewardship while it has not been fully 
converted itself. 

There is an irreconcilable difference be- 
tween the assumptions of stewardship and 
the attitude of the Church. According to 
the former men hold their possessions and 


their powers as trusts from God. This trust 
is always used in accordance with the lov- 
ing will of God. It is administered from 
the single motive of self-sacrificing love— 
a motive diametrically opposed to that of 
profit-seeking which, since the war, has 
been the dominating factor in the life of 
the American people. The Church, on the 
other hand, openly sanctions the desire for 
money making and, by making certain 
concessions to the ethical principle, actu- 


ally endeavors to compromise even the - 


most obvious implications of stewardship 
with the modern worship of Mammon. 
Prof. Harry Ward asserts that “The real 
thing that religion in this country did to 
support the war was to interpret it in 
terms of universal values.” That is pre- 
cisely the way in which the Church, by 
its compromising interpretation of steward- 
ship, is serving our wanton, profit-seeking 
economic order today. The man who gives 
most is lauded as doing most for the King- 
dom of God. Expensive Church building 
projects, huge endowments and liberal 
gifts are hailed with vociferous approval 
and honorary degrees. The Church receives 
its tithe and, with Hooverian naivete, pro- 
claims the generosity of the tithers while 
the ethical implications of stewardship are 
sicklied o’er with the pale cast of com- 
placent awe. This attempt to moralize the 
callous pursuit of wealth not only destroys 
the ethical prestige of the Church but actu- 
ally erects an insurmountable barrier to the 
faithful few who strive to attain the ideal 
of a perfect stewardship. 


Here, for example, is a pious Chureh- 
goer who is sterling in all his qualities 
but whose imagination does not carry him 


beyond the immediate borders of his ex- 
So far 


tremely circumscribed existence. 
from being dishonest he is flagrantly 
stingy. Nevertheless the respect shown 
toward him by his neighbors and the reli- 


gious exercise of his rights, as an indi- 
vidual, to make all the money he ean, give — 


him the satisfaction of being a Christian. 


He looks upon his savings as the symbol 


accumulated virtue. Any attempt on * 
part of the Church to bring to him a 
ception of the spiritual unity of the 
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particularly if the new viewpoint requires 
an outlay of money for Church Apportion- 
ments, especially foreign missions, is re- 
garded by him as a premeditated attempt 
to exploit the sweat of his brow. He 
knows what is good for himself. There is 
no dependence upon others in his house- 
hold. This Churchgoer lacks the imagina- 
tion to realize just how much he and his 
family are dependent upon the economic 
and moral welfare of human society the 
world over. If he has a faint conscious- 
ness of this dependence he will make some 
contribution to the benevolences of the 
Chureh and consider his stewardship obli- 
gations to have been faithfully met. He 
has done his “best’—and the Chureh is 
grateful for his gift. 

There is, of course, as previously inti- 
mated, a great difference between individ- 
ual Church members in this regard, from 
the systematic tither (who always gives 
more than one-tenth of his income) to the 
Churchgoer who gives only a pittance of 
what might reasonably be expected of him. 
People in general are confused and warped 
in their notions of stewardship because of 
the Church’s neglect in emphasizing the 
sinfulness and callousness of profit-seeking. 
A Church which complacently submits to 
this crass paganism will never produce a 
noteworthy crop of Christian stewards. 


Many persons regard war as unavoidable. 
There have always been wars and there 
always will be, they say. Then they are 
confirmed in their views by the Scriptures. 
Because of the wars carried on by the 
Israelites they believe that God approved 
of wars. Besides, there are statements in 
the New Testament that seem to indicate 
that wars will never cease. Then some per- 
sons think that as long as there is sin in 
the world wars must necessarily take place. 
A sinless world, in their view, must pre- 
cede a warless world. 

If sin has come into man from some out- 
side source and become so vitally united 
with him that he cannot free himself of it 
or overcome it, and can be delivered from 
it only through the article of death, and 
then perhaps he be fitted for heaven only 
by a process of purification through a 
longer or shorter period of purgatory, if 
such be the nature of sin—then of course 
war may be unavoidable. In my opinion 
that view of sin though long held is a mis- 
conception that has frequently been pro- 
ductive of evil results. 

The epistle of St. John says that “Sin is 
the transgression of the law.” That defini- 
tion, it seems to me, has not received the 
attention its merits demand. Men and 
women are willingly ready to blame their 
transgressions of the law of justice, right- 
eousness, goodness and mercy upon sin and 
the devil, instead of painfully realizing 
their own responsibility and guilt for their 
transgressions. And they look to God in 
Christ Jesus to save them in their help- 
lessness instead of striving by the grace of 
God to save themselves. 


There is yet much sin in the world, per- 
haps as much as ever. Some think less, and 
some think more; be that as it may. But 
notwithstanding the presence and power of 
sin slavery has been abolished. When the 
Seriptures were written it was tolerated 
and justified. No civilized nation prac- 
tices or defends it today. Duelling has 
been abolished. During many centuries men 
of the Christian religion for the mainten- 
ance of their honor would stand up and 
shoot at each other to wound or kill. When 
the public conscience realized the sinful- 
ness of the practice, it was outlawed. Poly- 
gamy, though in early days defended and 
practiced, has been abolished. Personal 
quarrels of citizens are no longer fought 
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Obviously, then, the difficulty lies not 
with the doctrine of stewardship but with 
the Church that is advocating it. By its 
annuity agreements, its investments of 
Church funds and its various pension plans 
the Church is tied up with all the economic 
processes of a profit-seeking society. These 
processes constitute the technique and gen- 
erate the spirit of greed and _ selfishness 
which inevitably defeat every serious at- 
tempt to create a genuine and universal 
practice of stewardship. An illuminating 
editorial “Is the Church Financing Its Own 
Defeat?” in the “Christian Century” for 
April 29, 1931, reveals the wide extent to 
which this alignment with capitalistie pro- 
cedure is undermining the ethical standards 
of the Christian religion. It is pertinent 
to add here that the same alignment is also 
thwarting every vestige of success in the 
creation of a worthy stewardship. The 
danger that lurks in such an unholy alli- 
ance of Church and Mammon is subtle but 
real. Wealth never allies itself with any- 
thing unless it is in absolute control—and 
wealth controls the Church today. 


From this thralldom the Church must 
free itself. It cannot continue to preach 
one thing and do another; it cannot advo- 
cate stewardship and uphold the selfishness 
of profit-seeking. No more than an indi- 
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out by physical force, but adjudicated in 
courts of law. Many evils have been over- 
come and eradicated, though sin has 
abounded in the world all the time. 

Until recently kings, emperors and gov- 
ernments were wont to declare war against 
each other for the maintenance of their 
honor or their rights. Their rights were 
often selfish wrongs. Some nations, like 
some individuals, are very sensitive about 
their rights. They are constantly ready to 
talk and quarrel about their rights. And 
they are the first ones, usually, to be for- 
getful of the rights of others. In fact, the 
attitude of nations in general has been and 
is today to consider their own individual 
welfare and advantage, with little or no 
regard for the welfare of the others. There 
is a studied zeal to take advantage of each 
other. Secret diplomacy is productive of 
suspicions and of unfairness. Nations are 
disposed to cultivate supreme selfishness, 
and out of that grow wars and rumors of 
wars. 

Wars are sinful. They are the result of 
sin and are productive of sin. The more 
sin is committed the stronger the tendency 
to sin becomes. Nothing can be said of 
war but to condemn. The people of every 
nation admit war to be an evil, perhaps 
the greatest evil among men. Why not 
then abolish it? Slavery and duelling and 
other social evils have been abolished. Why 
not war then also? The leading nations 
have united in a treaty not to wage war 
any more but to settle their disputes hence- 
forth by peaceable means. Why not stand 
by that agreement and carry it out? Are 
the people of the civilized and Christianiz- 
ed nations of the world lacking in moral 
convictions and moral courage? In the 
nations of America south of the United 
States wars of revolution seem to follow 
each other in regular order. Why? Be- 
cause of a lack of knowledge and under- 
standing, of an intelligent moral sense and 
of a controlling moral power. Surely the 
United States and the countries of Europe 
are not lacking in these particulars. They 
know that war is wrong; wrong economical- 
ly, civilly and morally, nationally and in- 
ternationally. They have signed an agree- 
ment henceforth not to resort to war but 
to settle their disputes by peaceable means. 
Have they the moral courage to carry out 
their agreement? 

The indications are not very encourag- 
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vidual or any other institution or social 
group can the Church serve God and Mam- 
mon, 


Now is the time for an ecclesiastical 
change of heart. A hesitating Church will 
stultify its own message and impair the 
progress of the very values it seeks to 
propagate. The prophets of stewardship 
have spoken clearly enough. Men like 
Sherwood Eddy, Prof. Harry Ward, Nor- 
man Thomas, Dr. Halford E. Luccock and 
Reinhold Niebuhr are making it increasing- 
ly clear that social justice and economic 
righteousness must go hand in hand with 
the highest moral and ethical standards. 
These are the only adequate weapons—the 
only weapons that are sharp enough to cut 
the roots of the tree of human selfishness. 
They must clear the way for stewardship. 

This means, of course, a radical change 
in the interpretation of stewardship by the 
Church. Any interpretation that allows 
the right of profit-seeking to go unchal- 
lenged is inadequate and perverse. Just 
as soon as the Church acknowledges this 
fact and acts accordingly, stewardship will 
be taken seriously—and not before. Until 
then it will count for nothing more than a 
moralizing and defense mechanism. It will 
be of no value to the Kingdom of God. 


Hegins, Penna. 


ing. Their representatives meet frequently 
enough, but they do not discuss the bene- 
fits and blessings of peace; their debates 
are about armies and navies, submarines 
and aircraft. Hach nation asks for the 
largest military establishment possible. 
None is striving to do the most possible 
for peace, but seeks to be prepared for 
war. The case would be amusing were not 
such farreaching vital interests involved. 
The man who seeks his own welfare and 
success regardless of the success and wel- 
fare of his neighbors does not act wisely. 
He makes no sacrifices when he aids in the 
enhancement of the common welfare. He 
will reap the benefits of the prosperity of 
the community. In like manner a nation 
does not act wisely when it seeks to carry 
on independently and selfishly. It will be 
a loser in the end. It is much better to 
have regard also for the welfare of the 
world. The prosperity of the world as a 
whole will enhance the prosperity of each 
individual nation. Common interests are 
of more fundamental value than individual 
interests. This does not require the de- 
struction of the individual but that he live 
in the consciousness of his vital connee- 
tion with the general interests. Reformed 
people ought to know what this means, for 
they have for years prayed God to bless us 
as a nation in order that “we may become 
a blessing to all nations, to the praise and 
glory of Thy grace through Jesus Christ.” 
Do the ministers and people of our Church 
fully realize all that is involved in that 
prayer? 

The human family must organize or per- 
ish. Nations are an absolute necessity. 
The citizen must live his life in subjec- 
tion to the national life. Nationalism is a 
necessity. But it is not the final end. 
Nationalism must be maintained in its rela- 
tion to internationalism. Here is where 
the nations falter. They talk about peace, 
about the settlement of international diffi- 
culties amicably, about the renunciation of 
war, and yet each one is all the time look- 
ing on its own things and not on the things 
of others, seeking its own advantage and 
benefit, and forgetting the welfare of all 
the nations of the world. So long as na- 
tionalism reigns thus supreme, there will, 
to be sure, be wars and rumors of wars. 

The world is at present passing through 
an unusual period of business depression. 
There is much want and suffering the 
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world over. Statesmen, historians and 
eee have been trying to account 
for it and to point out the remedy. There 
seem to be as many views as there are 
minds. May not the great emphasis placed 
on nationalism, of which the United States 
has an abundance, be a fundamental cause 
of the present trouble? Be that as it may, 
it undoubtedly is true that making inter- 
nationalism subservient to nationalism will 
bring about evil results. Prussianism tried 
it and ran amuck. And any other nation, 
the United States not excepted, that will 
endeavor to do so will fail in the end. 
What has the Christian Church to say to- 
day on the abolition of war and the estab- 
lishment of peace and good will among 
men? The time was when the Church in 
the name of Christ waged bloody wars, 
persecuted, tortured and massacred men, 
women and children. That time is past. 
Neither the Greek, Roman nor Protestant 
Church would advocate anything of that 
kind today, though there is no telling to 
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what ends the spirit of Fundamentalism 
and Ku Kluxism would drive some persons 
in their bitterness. But will the Church 
with the name of Jesus on its banner— 
Orthodox, Roman and Protestant—declare 
itself publicly, definitely and positively, 
against war? Heretofore the Church in 
each nation spoke and prayed and fought 
for the success of its armies and the de- 
struction of its enemies. What a sad com- 
mentary on the acts of the followers of the 
Lord who said, “Put up thy sword.” What 
are the hierarchies saying today? What 
are the Christian people in all the world 
saying? Has not the time arrived for the 
whole Christian Church to insist upon that 
the nations stand firmly by their pledged 
agreement not to resort to war, but settle 
all their disputes by amicable means? 
There is no body of Christians anywhere 
that would not admit it a blessed thing 
if wars were to cease. All Christians every- 
where would rejoice if the nations would 
fulfill their word of promise. Would the 
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Church not be derelict in its manifest duty 
did it not encourage and support the na- 
tions in their efforts to abolish war? What 
are the General Synods and general assem- 
blies and general conferences doing in the 
matter? They seem to be halting in their 
efforts. There are national and interna- 
tional organizations that are in various 
ways zealously advocating the abrogation 
of war. But where do the Churches stand? 
It seems to me the occasion calls for the 
Christian pulpit and press and the ecclesi- 
astical bodies to express themselves in no 
uncertain terms in favor of peace and the 
abolition of war. The Christian conscious- 
ness, the Christian conviction and consci- 
ence, ought to assert themselves in ways to 
be seen and felt by all national govern- 
ments. The Church ought to feel itself 
called upon to perform the function of the 
prophet of the Lord and cry unto the na- 
tions: “Cease your bloody warfare and live 
in peace, lest the judgment of God come 
upon you!” 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 


All Reformed Church delegates to the 
Golden Jubilee Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention in San Francisco please notify me 
so that you may have complete informa- 
tion regarding the delightful program 
which our Japanese Church is working out 
for our Reformed Church meeting at the 
Convention. 


Catherine Miller Balm, 


413 Schaff Bldg., 
Phila. eas 


The 33rd annual State C. E. Convention 
of North Carolina was held in Charlotte, 
June 17-19. Rev. H. C. Kellermeyer, of 
Trinity Church, Concord, N. C., was elect- 
ed president for the ensuing year, and also 
selected to officially represent the State 
Union at the Golden Jubilee Convention 
in San Francisco, July 11-16. Rev. W. R. 
Shaffer, High Point, N. C., was elected 
trustee. A large number of Reformed 
young people were in attendance at the 
convention this year. The denominational 
rally on June 18 proved to be a very happy 
oceasion. The North Carolina C. HE. Con- 
vention will be held next year at Catawba 
College, Salisbury, N. C., sponsored by the 
young people of the Reformed Churches of 
N. C. Classis. 


The Rey. Charles B. Rebert, pastor of 
Carroll Charge, Westminster, Md., officiat- 
ed at the marriage of Dr. John R. Con- 
over and Miss Betty Ferner on June 6. 
The ceremony was held in the Stoyestown, 
Pa., Church, the original Church of the 
bride’s confirmation. The impressive ring 
ceremony was used. The witnesses were 
Mrs. Isaac Ferner, mother of the bride, 
and J. H. Conover and wife, parents of the 
bridegroom, and E. B. Bergheimer. The 
couple toured the New England States 
during their honeymoon. The bride is a 
sister of Mrs. Quintin D. Rebert, of Littles- 
town, Pa. 

Rev. W. R. Shaffer, pastor of First 
Church, High Point, N. C., and his family, 
have returned from Philadelphia, where 
they spent 2 weeks visiting their parents. 
Dr. Allen K. Faust, of Catawba College, 
occupied the pulpit on the 2nd Sunday 
morning and his sermon was very much en- 
joyed. The D. V. B. S. opened on June 
22 with 75 girls and boys between the 
ages of 4 and 14 present. Prof. H. Grady 
Owen was the speaker at the monthly 
meeting of the Men’s Club on June 18. 
The pastor addressed the young people’s 
rally at Brick Church on June 21. The 
KE. T. Hedrick Bible Class enjoyed a 


“wienie roast” at the city park on June 9. 

Nazareth Orphans’ Home of North Caro- 
lina, will celebrate the 25th anniversary, 
Thursday, Aug. 6. Thousands of the Re- 
formed Church people in North Carolina 
attend these anniversary days each year. 
This year marks the 25th year of care for 
dependent children. For the first time for 
some years the Home is facing a deficit in 
the current funds. The Christmas offer- 
ings were short of former years. At pres- 
ent the Concert Class of the Home, direct- 
ed by Miss Verna Lentz, is visiting all the 
Churches in the N. C. Classis. The offer- 
ings received at the time of the annual 
visit and the receipts on Anniversary Day, 
unless greatly increased, will not care for 
the Home until Thanksgiving. 


Three generations of the families of 
Daniel Sunday and William Grove were 
present at a recent service in Faith Church, 
York, Pa., making this service of unusual 
interest. The pastor, Rev. Dr. O. P. Schell- 
hamer, has served as pastor for the three 
generations of these families. Cradle roll 
exercises were held in the 8S. S. recently 
and children were also promoted into the 
primary department. The program was 
made up of readings by the children of 
the primary and junior departments and 
several musical numbers by the junior 
choir. The senior department assisted in 
a reading and vocal solo. A large num- 
ber of mothers were present. The decora- 
tions were madonna lilies. Mrs. Alfred 
Weaver, the superintendent of the cradle 
roll, was in charge, assisted by the secre- 
tary, Grace Meisenhelder. 


Members of the Men’s Club of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. Poet- 
ter, pastor, many of them accompanied by 
their wives, inspected the new jail on the 
Essick farm. They were shown about the 
building and grounds by the Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney John A. Riesser, Warden 
Harvey <A. Mosser, County Detectives 
Harry Hilzinger and Charles Tully, and 
Constable Jacob N. Fidler, a member of 
the Club. The inspection tour was ar- 
ranged after Mr. Reeser addressed the Club 
on “Juvenile Delinquency.” Prior to the 
visit to the Essick farm the members were 
shown through the old jail by Warden 
Mosser. David H. Kendig, Jr., president 
of the Club, was in charge of the tour of 
a group of 75. Valentine Ziegler enter- 
tained his class of young men at his sum- 
mer cottage at Ridgewood. There were 
games of volley ball, quoits, cards, ete., 
and splendid refreshments were served. 


The Federated Reformed and Presby- 
terian Church, McConnellsburg, Pa., Rev. 


William J. Lowe, minister. The usual pro- 
gram of activities have been entered into 
by the members of the Federated Church 
with the observance of the Lenten and 
Easter services in the Presbyterian Church. 
The Easter Communion service was largely 
attended and a fine group of young people 
received into membership. The S. S. is 
the largest in the history of organization 
and the average attendance exceeds all 
former records. The S. 8. building erected 
several years ago by the Reformed Church 
is proving its worth in these increased re- 
sults. The annual Union Memorial service 
by the Churches of McConnellsburg was 
held in the Reformed Church and the ser- 
mon delivered by its pastor. The service 
was greatly enhanced with a fine musical 
program in charge of Mr. Lloyd Hiss, or- 
ganist of Grace Church, Baltimore, Md., 
Mr. David J. Lowe, choir director of the 
same Church, assisted by Mrs. Lloyd Hiss 
and Mrs. David Lowe. The summer Com- 
munion service was held in the Reformed 
Church. The annual series of union lawn 
services held in the park during the months 
of June, July and August were opened on 
June 21, with the sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Lowe. 


First Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
W. C. Lyerly, pastor, will erect a 8S. S. 
building during the summer months. A 
growing school has been inadequately 
housed for some years. Several years ago 
a new location was selected and the hope 
was to have a new plant within a short 
time, however, the financial depression has 
been so keenly felt that this hope is 
abandoned for at least 10 years. The new 
building will be approximately 27 ft. by 
60 ft., 3 floors, and built to the present 
S. S. rooms. The congregation unanimous- 
ly approved of this project in a recent 
meeting, and directed the Consistory to 
have the building completed by Sept. 1. 
The program for the summer months con- 
tinues morning services during July and 
August, resumes a full program as soon as 
the new building can be entered, and cul- 
minates in an evangelistic program in Oc- 
tober. There is a hearty response and a 
confidence that hard times cannot shut out. 
The Fesperman Bible Class recently had a 
real Southern “barbeque” at one of the 
suburban parks, to which they invited the 
pastor and wife, and the wives of mem- 
bers of the class. More than 200 heartily 
listened to music, both instrumental and 
vocal. The enrollment is nearly 200. This 
class continues to be the largest in Greens- 
boro, and it also gives the pastor the assur- 
ance that they will back up a program of 
work for a growing Church. 
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The baccalaureate sermon to the gradu- 
ating class of Hegins Township High 
School, Hegins, Pa., was preached by Rev. 
Herman J. Naftzinger on June 7, in the 
high school auditorium. Between 600 and 
700 people were in attendance. 


Recently the First Church, Mt. Pleasant, 
Pa., Rev. Paul T. Stonesifer, pastor, paid 
its Sustentation Quota of $1,250 in full, 
The Second Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Elmer L. Coblentz, D.D., pastor, paid on 
its Sustentation Fund Quota of $3,070, the 
amount of $7,500, which is more than twice 
its quota. Thus congregation by congre- 
gation is paying its Sustentation Fund 
Quota in full, and a large number of other 
congregations are expected to pay their 
quotas in full before the end of 1931. 


On June 21, Rev. A. E. Truxal, D.D., 
filled the pulpit of Delmont, Pa., 50 miles 
from his home to enable the pastor, Rev. 
Will 8. Fisher, to conduct an election for 
pastor at Vandergrift. Rev. Dr. Truxal en- 
joyed the trip very much, finding an appre- 
ciative audience awaiting him, meeting 
persons who said: “We attended your sery- 
ices in former days; we were confirmed by 
you; you married us.” He experienced ad- 
ditional pleasure by the hospitality shown 
him by some kindred whom he had not 
seen for several decades. 


Elder Joseph S. Wise delivered the an- 
nual Children’s Day address at St. John’s 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. W. D. Mehrl- 
ing, pastor, to an audience exceeding by 
26 the attendance of this day last year. 
The Ladies’ Aid Society recently conducted 
a successful cafeteria supper, and on June 
27, held the first of what they plan to 
make an annual pienie by this group. The 
combined Preparatory, Confirmation and 
Holy Communion service was conducted 
June 28, with the Communion address by 
Dr, Z. A. Yearick. 


Children’s Day was observed in Bethany 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. H. I. Crow, 
pastor. A heavy rain storm interfered with 
the attendance. The service prepared by 
the Board was used. .On June 21, Commu- 
nion was held, when 240 communed. 8 of 
the members were graduates of Liberty 
High School this year. The baccalaureate 
sermon was preached on the morning of 
June 21, so the members of the class and 
their parents were able to commune to- 
gether in the evening. The offering for 
Classical Apportionment was $175.69. 


In anticipation of the 50th birthday of 
Grace Church, Philadelphia, the pastor, 
Rey. U. CG. Gutelius, is preaching a series 
of historical sermons on the Reformation, 
Zwingli, Calvin, the Heidelberg Catechism, 
the Reformed Church in Pennsylvania, and 
the Reformed Chureh in Philadelphia. The 
date of the Golden Anniversary is July 12, 
when there will be appropriate services and 
sermon. A more extended celebration will 
be had in the fall, centering around the 
date of the Communion celebrated for the 
first time as a newly organized Grace con- 
gregation on Oct. 30, 1881. 


A Children’s Day service entitled “Our 
Father’s World’ was rendered on the eve- 
ning of June 21 in Calvary Church, Turtle 
Creek, Pa., Rev. John A. Yount, pastor. A 
large chorus choir led the singing. Many 
children of the primary, junior and inter- 
mediate departments had parts in the pro- 
gram. The Lord’s Supper was administer- 
ed June 14. The annual S. 8. and congre- 
gational picnic was held at the Log Cabin, 
Universal, on June 26. Elder W. F. Kim- 
mick stood the entire expense of the out- 
ing, as he has done for a number of years. 
This Church will receive $2,500 from the 
Heslep estate about July 1. 


Reformed Church delegates to the 
Golden Jubilee Convention in San Fran- 
cisco will have a real treat in store at the 
denominational meeting, at which time 
they will be entertained by Rev. Mr. Sohei 
Kowta and the young people of the Japa- 
nese Reformed Church of San Francisco. 
A delightful program is being planned for 
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Hon. Forrest Ritter Shanaman 


Hon. Forrest Ritter Shanaman, Judge of 
the Berks County Court, who will speak 
Thursday morning at the Spiritual Confer- 
ence, Lancaster, on “The Christian Church 
in American Life.” Judge Shanaman 
(like his two colleagues on the Berks Co. 
Bench, Judges Paul Schaeffer and H. 
Robert Mays) is a member of our St. Paul’s 
Memorial Church, Reading, and it will be 
well worth a trip to the Conference to 
hear his able paper. 


this occasion. The time will be spent in 
real fellowship rather than in long speeches 
but brief messages will be brought by 
Gene Stone, president of the Philadelphia 
Christian Endeavor Union; Mr. Clarence 
C. Hamilton, publication manager of the 
World’s Christian Endeavor Union; Mr. 
Alvin J. Shartle, treasurer of the World’s 
Christian Endeavor Union; Mrs. Edward 
F. Evemeyer and Mrs. Catherine Miller 
Balm, Director of Young People’s Work of 
the Reformed Church in the U. S. 


A number of Reformed Church leaders 
were on the program of the Ohio State 
Christian Education Convention in Colum- 
bus June 15 to 18. Kev. Frank Shults was 
prominent in the Leadership Training Sec- 
tion. George Shults conducted the open- 
ing worship service in the Young People’s 
Section. Mrs. Anna L. Miller assisted 
Rey. Walter Getty in the conference on 
Missionary Methods for Young People, and 
Mrs. Catherine Miller Balm, who conducted 
the conference on Recreational Leadership, 
helped to direct the banquet for Young 
People’s and Children’s Workers and ad- 
dressed the Convention on the evening of 
June 17 on the subject “Youth’s Second 
Mile.” Mrs. Balm’s work was very gra- 
ciously received by interdenominational 
leaders of Ohio and she has already been 
invited to serve at the State Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference Oct. 23, 24 and 25. 


A very successful Young People’s Con- 
ference for the Reformed Churches of 
Toledo, Ohio, was held in Memorial Church, 
Rev. Perry Baumann, pastor, on Sunday, 
June 14. The program included a leaders’ 
conference, during which representatives 
from each of the Toledo Churches describ- 
ed the most effective plans used during the 
past year in young people’s work, and 
Mrs. Catherine Miller Balm, Director of 
Young People’s Work, answered questions. 
A delightful supper was served by the 
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ladies of Memorial Church and a special 
young people’s service in the Church audi- 
torium closed the meeting. At this service 
two beautiful selections were sung by 
members of the Young People’s Society of 
the Hungarian Reformed Church and an 
address was made by Mrs. Balm. Mrs. 
Balm enjoyed the Sunday School session 
and morning Church service at Memorial 
Reformed Church and conducted a teacher’s 
conference in the early afternoon. In spite 
of almost unbearable heat every teacher 
but one attended this meeting. The Church 
is making splendid progress under the lead- 
ership of Rev. Perry Baumann. 


The 8. 8S. of Faith Church, Lancaster, 
Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor, has an ex- 
ceptional record of attendance. At the 
annual Children’s Day service on June 14, 
awards were given to 118 members of the 
school for perfect attendance ranging from 
one to 32 years. The highest record is 
held by Samuel N. Kaihler, a nephew of 
Elder Rudolph Suter, founder of the 
school, who has attended for 32 years. A 
close second is A. Richard Dunean, with a 
record of 29 years, and Jacob K. Spoo and 
his son, Charles Z., with 24 years to their 
credit. More than 100 members were pro- 
moted to the various departments. The 
average attendance is now almost 500, with 
a marked interest in the Adult Department 
under the leadership of Robert B. Barton. 
Recognition was also made of the 34th an- 
niversary of the ordination and installa- 
tion of the pastor, Rev. Mr. Glass. The 
following statistics were announced: Bap- 
tisms, 3,014; confirmations, 1,085; renewal 
and certificate, 487; funerals, 1,234; pres- 
ent membership, 655; weddings, 1,690; ser- 
mons preached, 4,055; addresses, 3,490; 
benevolences, $17,900; congregational pur- 
poses, $93,555. The pastor conducted the 
vesper services at the Rossmere Sanator- 
ium; broadcast morning devotions; deliv- 
ered an address at the community service 
incident to the dedication services at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church; addressed the 
Y. P. of St. John’s Church, Williamson 
Park; and conducted the devotions at the 
opening of the Sons of Veterans Camp, 
Rossmere. During July and August the 
morning service will be held at 8.30, with 
the S. 8. at the usual hour. The evening 
service has been discontinued until Sept. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


M. P. MOLLER 


World’s Largest Builder of Organs 


6,000 Moller Organs installed in 
Churches and Institutions in this 
country 


attest the predominant 
preference for our instruments 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 


McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


MENEELY BELL CoO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 
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Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 
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In Zion Church, York, Pa., Rey. J. Kern 
McKee, pastor, preparatory service was 
held at 8 P. M. on June 26, and the Holy 
Communion celebrated on June 28 at 11 
We i AB os Ry dial marge 

Rev. Paul I. Deppen, formerly of Maul- 
berry, Ind., and Dillsburg, Pa., now of 
York, Pa., is very desirous of returning to 
the active ministry. Please give him a ¢all 
for service. Address him at 1110 8. Pine 
St.; York, Pa. 

Student Pastor Clayton H. Ranck, 3601 
Locust St., Philadelphia, will be pleased 
to receive the names and addresses of Re- 
formed Church students coming to Phila- 
delphia for summer school work or of recent 
graduates who are planning to spend some 
time in this city. 

Children’s Day was celebrated at St. 
Mark’s Church, Fort Washington, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph Holland, pastor. The speaker was 
Mrs. Catherine Balm, whose talk, “The 
Children’s Gifts to Jesus,” was illustrated 
by costumed dolls from various parts of 
the United States, Europe, Asia and 
Africa. 

The Stewardship Posters which won de- 
nominational prizes in the 1931 Steward- 
ship Essay and Poster Contest will not be 
returned to the winners. Any posters which 
did not win prizes will be returned to their 
owners, if 8¢ postage is sent to the Stew- 
ardship Committee, 424 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia. 


The Tri-Classical Reunion of Hast Sus- 
quehanna, West Susquehanna and Wyo- 
ming Classes will be held on Wednesday, 
July 15, at 2 P. M., at Rolling Green Park, 
located on the Susquehanna Trail, the high- 
way connecting Harrisburg and Williams- 
port, Pa. Dr. Henry I. Stahr, Executive 
Seeretary of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, will speak on “What the Church 
Means to Me.” The choir of St. John’s 
Church, Shamokin, will furnish special mu- 
sic and lead the congregational singing. 


Rev. Paul W. Yoh, pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Milton, Pa., has been granted the 
permission by the Consistory to take up 
certain theological studies in the Summer 
School sessions of Columbia University 
under the joint auspices of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary and the Yale Divinity School 
in New York City, July 6 to Aug. 14. The 
pastor hopes to return for the Sunday 
morning services during July, otherwise he 
will provide some suitable substitute. Holy 
Communion was celebrated on June 28, and 
the offering received for Ministerial Re- 
lief. The Ladies’ Aid Society entertained 
the men of St. John’s at a supper on June 
27, at Montgomery Island Park. The S. S. 
picnic will be held at Montgomery Island 
Park on July 15. 


In Zion Church, Womelsdorf, Pa., Rev. 
H. J. Miller, pastor, a unique service was 
held on a recent Sunday when special 
recognition was given to donors of special 
gifts to the congregation. A beautiful 
ornamental iron railing with brass trim- 
mings was erected on the steps of the main 
entrance to the Church, the gift of Mr. D. 
Laucks Hains, of Reading, whose mother 
was a member of the congregation. The 
railing is marked “The D. Laucks Hains 
Memorial.” A room in the basement has 
been beautifully and appropriately fur- 
nished as a rest and retiring room by Dr. 
and Mrs. C. K. Taylor and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ammon Lengel, of ‘Womelsdorf, members 
of the congregation. The Social room has 
heen entirely refinished by the Ladies’ Aid 
Society and a new lighting system installed 
at a cost of $1,000. The pastor based his 
sermon on Ex. 35:21 in giving recognition 
to these alterations and additions. 


The Young People’s Fellowship Club of 
the First Reformed Church of Los Angeles 
is planning for a very delightful union 
meeting of the Reformed Chureh young 
people of Los Angeles and vicinity on Sun- 
day, July 19. There will be a leaders’ and 
officers’ conference at four o’clock at First 
Church, led by“Mrs. Catherine Miller Balm. 
Following this the young people of all the 


WHAT THE SPIRITUAL CONFERENCE 
MEANS TO ME 


“Words! Words! Words!” eries_ the 
skeptical and pessimistic Joseph Wood 
Krutch as he doubts the reality and vital- 


ity of patriotism, self-sacrifice, respectabil- 
ity, honor and love. 
“Words!” ‘Words! Words!” feel some 


of our laymen and preachers after hear- 
ing some of the rather hollow pep speeches 
delivered at Classical and Synodical meet- 
ings. 

‘But they do not feel like that at the 
Assembly for Spiritual Conference of Min- 
inters and Laymen held annually at Frank- 
lin and Marshall Academy, Lancaster, Pa. 
Here papers are read which provoke either 
thoughtful discussion or thoughtful silence. 
Though the fellowship of the Conference 
is an attraction and though the atmosphere 
is so charged with the democratic spirit 
that an ex-cathedra statement brings 
laughter or a violent cough, yet the men- 
tal stimulus is the most outstanding char- 
acteristic of the Conference. 


Paul R. Pontius. 
Lehighton, Pa. 
i 


Reformed Churches will assemble at Expo- 
sition Park for a picnic lunch. Returning 
to First Church, the following program will 
be enjoyed: Devotional service, greetings 
by the young people of the Hungarian, 
Japanese, Trinity and First Churches, spe- 
cial music, missionary message by Miss 
Esther Sellemeyer recently returned from 
China, address, “The Reformed Church 
Youth of Two Continents,” Mrs. Catherine 
Miller Baln. 

Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wm. 
H. Bollman, pastor. With the change to 
D. S. T. the Twilight Worship services 
have been resumed and are even more suc- 
cessful this year than the largely attended 
services of last year. The C. EH. Society 
and the Senior Dept. of the 8S. S. combined 
and sponsored a Strawberry and Ice Cream 
Festival on June 5, held on the lawn of the 
Woman’s Club adjoining the Chureh prop- 
erty, and was well patronized. The ambi- 
tious young people were much encouraged 
by the proceeds and will add it to the 
Camp Mensch Mill Fund. Children’s Day 
was observed June 14, when the little 
folks, after meeting at 10.30 in the 8. S. 
rooms, proceeded to the Church auditorium 
and rendered a program which was in 
charge of the superintendents. Holy Com- 
munion was celebrated June 21, and new 
members were received into the Church. 


Have you any young people in 
your home for whom you desire 
wholesome and profitable pastime 
during the summer months? 

If so, did you read page 24 of the 
issue of the “Messenger” for 
June 25? If you did not, do not 
miss doing so. 

In addition, if interested, send 
for the 

BOOK SHELF FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS 

A 64-page catalogue, brimful of 
selected titles of books for young 
people of all ages. 

If you are a parent, a teacher, or 
someone who wishes to delight the 
heart of some tiny tot or some 
grown-up youth, you will be able to 
select out of the realm of books 
those great old stories that belong 
to the ages as well as to pick out 
new tales that satisfy a desire for 
the timely. 


When You Give Gifts—Give 


-Books! 


On June 24, these members, together with 
those received at Easter, both by confirma- 
tion and letter, were given a reception. 
Mr. Floyd Schick planned an interesting 
entertainment consisting of community 
singing, piano solo by Miss Natalie Geh- 
man, a banjo entertainment by a little 9- 
year-old negro boy and a jockey-horse skit. 
Prof. Joseph Reynolds, of Lehigh Univer- 
sity, welcomed the new members in behalf 
of the congregation. Refreshments were 
served in the Social Room. Miss Natalie 
Gehman won first prize ($35) in Group OC 
of the Denominational Wide Stewardship 
Kssay Contest. It was presented to her at 
the Children’s Day exercises by Rey. Mr. 
Bollman. At the same time, Miss Gehman 
returned $25 of the amount to the Chureh 
for the Religious Education Fund, which 
was established several months ago. With 
the $10 she kept she will “buy a fountain 
pen to aid in the recording of thoughts to 
benefit her beloved Church.” The balance 
she will contribute to the R. E. Fund. 


On Sunday, June 21, 1931, St. Mark’s 
Reformed Church, Lebanon, Pa., observed 
the 40th anniversary of the ordination of 
its pastor, Rev. I. Calvin Fisher, D.D. The 
guest speaker at the morning service was 
the Rev. Charles B. Alspach, D.D., the only 
surviving member of the Committee on 
Ordination. (Dr. Fisher was ordained in 
the East Vincent Reformed Church, Ches- 
ter Co., Pa., June 11, 1891.) The statistical 
records of the remarkable ministry of these 
forty years are as follows: Sermons preach- 
ed, 4,037; Lectures and addresses, 3,779; 
Infants baptized, 1,713; Adults baptized, 
187; Confirmed, 1,491; By Certificate and 
Reprofession, 1,047; Marriages, 891; Fu- 
nerals, 1,231; Raised for Benevolence, $95,- 
132; Raised for Congregational Purposes, 
$289,679 (of the amount raised for 
benevolences 75% was paid during the 
past 10 years); the Membership Noy. 1, 
1892, was 196; the Membebrship today is 
1,126. The following young men entered 
the ministry under the present pastorate: 
Rey. HK. M. Sando, D.D., Hanover, Pa.; 
Rev. T. H. Matterness, Brownbacks, Pa.; 
Rev. T. A. Alspach, D.D., Lancaster, Pa.; 
Rev. Richard RK. Yocum, Akron, O.; Rev. 
John H. Poorman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. 
R. Maxwell Paine, Slatington, Pa. Also, 
Student Franklin Glassmoyer now a senior 
in Lebanon Valley College. Dr. Fisher 
served as a member of the Board on Home 
Missions from 1908 to 1926; has been a 
director of Ursinus College since 1905; was 
president of Eastern Synod, 1910-11. At 
the evening service the congregation ob- 
served the 30th anniversary of the dedica- 
tion of their building and the 5th anni- 
versary of the dedication of the four man- 
ual Midmer-Losh organ. Mrs. Harry M. 
Gingrich, the organist, gave a very fine 
organ recital, assisted by her son Richard, 
a talented young violinist, and also, by the 
choir of the Church, under the direction 
of Mrs. J. D. Boger. All these services 
were largely attended and a great deal of 
interest was manifested during the entire 
day. During the past year St. Mark’s 
came into possession of a Memorial Fund 
of $2,500 through the will of the late Mrs. 
Alice L. Fox. This fund is known as “The 
Alice L. and William D. Fox Trust Fund.” 
The income of the same to be equally di- 
vided annually for current expense and 
benevolence. Mr. Fox for many years 
served as the efficient financial secretary 
of the congregation. These two people were 
exceptionally faithful members of St. 
Mark’s. On Easter Day another of St. 
Mark’s most devoted and faithful mem- 
bers passed into life—Mrs. Clara Light 
Horst, at the age of 77 years. Mrs. Horst 
was a daughter of the late Judge Andrew 
Light and in her early life was confirmed 
by the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Leinbach, and 
became a member of Kimmerling’s Reform- 
ed Church. She had a very kind and loy- 
ing disposition. There was no limit to her 
friendship. She was interested not only 
by work, but by deed in everything that 
meant the advancement of the Kingdom 
of God. 


Jury 2, 1931 


Children’s Day was observed in Christ 
Church, Middletown, Md., Rev. John S. 
Adam, pastor, on June 21. Amid a beau- 
tiful setting of flowers, with Mrs. Adam, 
the superintendent of the elementary de- 
partment in charge, an excellent and de- 
lightful program was rendered by the chil- 
dren. The program consisted of 2 playlets, 
“Message of Love” and “Smiles and Sun- 
beams,” also a pageant, “The Secret of 
Happiness,” with the participants in cos- 
tumes of flowers, butterflies and birds. 
The D. V. B. 8S. opened on June 22, with 
an enrollment of 107 and will continue for 
two weeks. 

The Summer Sunday Evening Union 
services held in St. Paul’s Memorial Church 
began June 7 with the sermon by Rev. 
Theo. F. Herman, D.D., St. Paul’s Me- 
morial; June 14, Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, 
St. Mark’s; June 21, Rev. A. T. Broek, 
D.D., Calvary; June 28, Rev. Thos. H. 
Leinbach, D.D., St. John’s. The services 
will be continued until Aug. 31, with the 
following ministers: July 5, Rev. Thos. W. 
Dickert, D.D., St. Stephen’s; July 12, Rev. 
H. 8S. Kehm, Zion’s; July 19, Rev. Daniel 
J. Wetzel, First; July 26, Rev. D. B. Clark, 
Bausman Memorial; Aug. 2, Rev. J. B. 
Landis, St. James; Aug. 9, Rev. Samuel 
Givler, Jr., Rosedale; Aug. 16, Rev. Calvin 
Wingert, Faith-Oakbrook; Aug. 23, Rev. 
F. A. Sterner, Trinity-Olivet; and Aug. 30, 
Rev. Charles E. Roth, D.D., St. Andrew’s. 
Organ recital each evening from 7.15 to 
7.30, with the respective ministers in 
charge furnishing the organist, choir and 
six ushers. Offerings will be devoted to 
expenses and the promotion of union 
services. 

Children’s Day services were held in the 
4 congregations of the Shrewsbury, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on June 
7, 14 and 21. Holy Communion was ob- 
served in all the Churches on June 21 and 
28. A strawberry festival was held on 
the lawn of Bethany Church, New Free- 
dom, the evening of June 19. Music was 
furnished by the Starner family orchestra 
of Stilitz. Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Hollen- 
baugh, daughter Helen, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ion E. Terry, former parishioners of the 
pastor at Maytown, Pa., spent June 11 at 
the parsonage. The pastor is coaching the 
Shrewsbury Junior baseball team entry in 
the Junior American Legion League, of 
which Camedon McDowell, son of the pas- 
tor and Mrs. Mitzell, is the second base- 
man. The local team is in the fight for the 
pennant. The pastor is preaching a series 
of sermons on “The Parables of Jesus.” 

The 2nd anniversary of the G. M. G. of 
Christ Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. H. 
A. Fesperman, pastor, was held on June 
16. A playlet, “Lights of the Home,” was 
presented to a very appreciative audience. 
The Young Men’s Bible Class, taught by 
Charles Mark, held a sale, “You Buy We 
Treat” on June 17, when ice cream, lemon- 
ade, sandwiches, coffee, cake and candy 
were sold. A nice sum was realized for 
the Church Building Fund. A class of 
young ladies taught by Mrs. Jennie Reyn- 
olds sent $10 to the Hoffman Orphanage 
Home. 


A retreat for the ministers of East Sus- 
quehanna Classis was held in St. Mat- 
thew’s (Coleman’s) Church, Deep Creek 
Charge, on June 23. This was the first 
meeting of its kind held by the ministers 
of this Classis and it proved most satisfy- 
ing and full of promise. The paper on 
“The Stewardship of Life,’ prepared by 
Rey. A. Augustus Welsh, of Ashland, Pa., 
was read by Rev. Morgan A. Peters, Mt. 
Carmel, as Rev. Mr. Welsh was unable to 
attend. The paper and discussion proved 
very interesting and stimulating. After 
luncheon, served by the ladies of the 
Church, time was taken for recreation and 
rest, for which the surroundings of the 
Chureh proved to be ideal. The afternoon 
was devoted to a discussion of Christian 
Education led by Rev. Alvin F. Dietz, 
which also proved most interesting and in- 
spiring. Devotions were in charge of Revs. 
Paul Kiefer, Sunbury, and Morgan A. 
Peters, Mt. Carmel. A committee, consist- 
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ing of Revs. A. F. Dietz, C. W. Walck and 
C. A. Huyette, was instructed to draw up 
definite plans for the organization of a 
Ministerial Association of the Susquehanna 
Valley and to present these plans to West 
Susquehanna and Wyoming Classes for con- 
sideration, A workers’ conference, under the 
direction of the Classical Committee of 
Religion Education will be held in Septem- 
ber and a Consistorial Conference will be 
held, under the direction of the Mission- 
ary and Stewardship Committee, in Oct. 


CONSERVATION OF CHURCH 
MEMBERS 


At the recent meeting of the General 
Synod a special Committee was appointed 
and instructed to study this entire matter 
thoroughly and submit its findings to the 
Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee feels that sev- 
eral sections of the report of the special 
Committee, of which Rev. O. W. Haulman 
was chairman, should be given publicity 
at this time with a view to having pastors, 
Consistories and Church members study the 
same more closely. 

The second and last of these two sections 
reads as follows: 


Granted that Spiritual Fervor is Our 
Greatest Need, What is the Relation 
of Leadership to the Present 
Situation? 


To get anything like a hundred percent 
answer to this question is pretty far off. 
We must start all over again and go back 
to the selection of the proper candidates 
for the ministry before they enter the 
Seminary. Let our colleges take note! 

Many pastors have not, or have lost the 
Shepherding instinct. Students from our 
Seminaries are choosing Soft Raiment and 
King’s Houses rather than the sweat of 
great drops of blood. Many pastors are 
concerned constantly with the seeking of 
new fields. Many of the present ministry 
are restless and some are more concerned 
with allurements of the world than souls. 

A determined effort ought to be made 
to have our pastors, as a group, realize that 
the success or failure of a congregation 
does depend at least eighty per cent upon 
their own efforts. Let them assume leader- 
ship and lead the way! The editorial in 
the “Messenger” of December 19, “He Sets 
the Pace,” hits the nail on the head when 
it says: 

“Some clergymen, alas, are experts in the 
art of finding shortcomings in the con- 
gregations they serve and then of blam- 
ing all these shortcomings on others, 
without any recognition of the fact that 
they themselves have, by their own work, 
or lack of work, left their distinguish- 
ing mark upon the tone and temper of 
the parish. Neighboring congregations 
which may be very much alike in per- 
sonnel nevertheless may differ almost as 
widely as the poles in effectiveness to be 
traced very largely to the varying influ- 
ence of the ministers. In spite of all 
assorted alibis, this responsibility is 
quite generally acknowledged. 

“Whether he likes to face the fact or 
prefers to sidestep it or forget it; it is 
the pastor who sets the pace.” 

If the preacher, penitent and believing. 
can sound with certainty and joy, the 
challenge of God in Christ to the people, 
if he can gather one by one, a group about 
himself who also by repentance and faith 
have made the full surrender in Christ, 
then surely from this Christ-built nucleus 
spiritual health may flow. In any serious 
diagnosis of the spiritual condition of the 
Church it is evident that the first great 
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problem is the minister himself. The sec- 
ond great problem is the nucleus-to-be. 
These two problems having been solved by 
true faith in the Christ of God, there will 
be at the heart of the local Church a 
normal fellowship of those who live in 
Grace by faith and prayer. And this fel- 
lowship is quite unlike any other fellow- 
ship on earth. In this group “the prayer 
is fulfilled, ‘Thy will be done’,” and 
through preaching and humble witnessing, 
the service of men and women and the 
very methods they employ can be honored 
by the Master and lifted to the plane of 
the effective building of the Church—and 
effectiveness is worlds removed from mere 
efficiency. 


DR. WENNER INTERVIEWED 


Dr. G. U. Wenner, says the New York 
“Tribune” in its issue of May 17, was 87 
years old on that day. There is a wide- 
spread suspicion that a lot of initial vital- 
ity is required for anyone to survive New 
York so long: perhaps Dr. Wenner owes his 
distinction to the start given him in Penn- 
sylvania, where he was born and reared. 
But the doctor’s greater fame comes from 
the length of the single pastorate which 
he has oceupied for 63 years. The 
“Tribune” credits him with the longest un- 
broken occupancy of any clergyman in the 
city. His nearest competitor, if such a 
word can be fitly applied, is a Catholic 
rector, Father McKenna, of the Bronx. He 
has one month’s seniority over this fellow 
clergyman. We quote two paragraphs 
from the “Tribune’s” delightful interview 
with our beloved senior. 

ONE WAY TO CURE SMOKING HABIT 

The reporter asked whether he might 
smoke a cigarette. 

“Go ahead,’ said Dr. Wenner genially. 
“But remember smoking leads to drinking, 
and drinking leads to the Democratic 
party. I gave up smoking 77 years ago. 
I used to smoke as a boy down in Penn- 
sylvania—I am a Pennsylvania Dutchman, 
like President Hoover—but one day when 
I was ten years old my mother caught me 
at it. She made me smoke three cigars 
in succession, inhaling every puff. I have 
never smoked since.” 

Dr. Wenner believes in Prohibition. “It 
has made the gas house district respect- 
able,” he says. But he is strongly opposed 
to the Church seeking to take any part in 
politics. “Our place is to instruct the 
people in principles,” he says, “and then 
let them find their way out.” 

The Lutheran. 


EASTERN SYNOD ON CONSERVING 
THE LORD’S DAY 


The Eastern Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., representing a con- 
stituency of over 145,000 communicant 
members in the eastern part of the Com- 
monwealth of Penna., assembled in the 
185th Annual Session in Harrisburg, in 
Salem Reformed Church, unainmously 
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adopted the following resolutions and pre- 
sented them to the members of the State 
Legislature: 

That we deplore any action infringing 
upon the integrity of the Sunday law, 
either by allowing self-determination by 
small units, or by state-wide weakening of 
the law now upon the statute books. 

We believe the amendment now pro- 
posed to be an entering wedge for the 
breaking down of the Sunday law, which 
has been proven to be a widely recognized 
blessing. 

We, therefore, call upon our representa- 


tives to vote and use their influence for the 
conservation of the Lord’s Day. 
Committee of Synod: 


Rev. J. N. Levan, D.D., 
Pastor Loci, 

Rev. Paul S. Leinbach, D.D., 
Editor of the “Messenger,” 

Rev. D. B. Clark, 

Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., 
President General Synod, 

J. M. Schrope, 

P. B. Rice. 


THE ANNUAL SUMMARY OF STATIS- 
TICAL REPORTS OF THE CLASSES 
OF THE OHIO SYNOD TO THE 

GENERAL SYNOD FOR THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 1930 


Rev. J. Rauch Stein, D.D., Stated Clerk 


The Ohio Synod is the second Synod 
this year to make possible the publication 
of its summarized Statistical Reports. All 
of its 6 Classical stated clerks were solici- 
tious in securing accurate statistics from 
each pastoral charge in their respective 
Classes. It is a pleasure, therefore, to re- 
cord that the Statistical Report for this 
Synod is again 100% accurate im the 
tabulation both of the Communicant Mem- 
bership and of the Total Benevolences. 

The totals for December 31, 1930, are as 
follows: Membership last report, 57,259; 
Confirmed, 1,820; Certificate, 882; Renewal 
of Profession, 856; Dismissed, 797; Deaths, 
789; Erasure of Names, 1,897; Present 
Membership, 57,284; Communed during the 
year, 44,491; Unconfirmed Members, 15,- 
259; Infant Baptism, 1,307; Deaths—Un- 
confirmed Members, 70; Students for Min- 
istry, 37; Total S. S. Enrollment, 59,887; 
Amount of Apportionments, $284,346; Paid 


GAINS 1925 1926 
3y Confirmation ......... 1,938 2,160 
By: ‘Certificate semen aoe 909 931 
By ‘Renewal! sen eees ees 941 1,011 
LOSSES 
By Dismissals rcren ree 964 993 
By Death sneer 825 878 
By Erasure. ee me eee 2,062 1,964 
Communicant Membership. 58,849 58,110 
57,284 
Loss 1,565 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 
COLLEGE 


Winners of Prizes 


The following prizes were awarded to 
Franklin and Marshall students at its 
Commencement June 1: 


Buehrle Prize—$25 in gold, Senior Ger- 


man, Kermit L. Kuntz, Philadelphia; 
Wetzel Junior Oratorical Prize — Gold 
medal, Louis Di Giovonni, Norristown; 


Keller Prize—$25 in gold, Latin and Greek, 
Olaf E. Hagen, Lancaster; Landis Prize— 
$25 in gold, history, Charles 8. Foltz, Jr., 
Lancaster; Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Keiper Prize 
—#50 in gold, Sophomore scholarship, to 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The presentation of the flags to our 
schools by the De Molay Boys brought us 
face to face with a real need at Bethany. 
We should have a Christian Flag and an 
American Flag in our chapel and also in 
our Church, These symbols of Religion and 
Patriotism would help much in influencing 
the children to respect God and their 
Country. A woolen flag 3x5 feet for the 
chapel with standard would cost about $11. 


We just completed packing our jars in 
barrels ready for shipment. There are 
remaining on hand 50 barrels ready for 
immediate shipment. The Home is accus- 
tomed to prepay the freight on all barrels 
sent out. 


Gertrude Rohrer left the Home June 12 
at the age of 18 and went to her relatives 
at Mount Joy. 


Two new children arrived on June 22 
from St. Luke’s Church, Lock Haven, Rev. 
William E. Harr, pastor. 


on these Apportionments, $175,485; Other 
Denominational Benevolences, $70,962; 
Benevolences Outside of Denomination, 
$23,244; Total of all Benevolences, $269,- 
691; Congregational Purposes, $867,678; 
Churches, $8,423,123; Parsonages, $876,300; 
Indebtedness on Property, $1,368,502. 

A few interpretations and reflections 
may be appended. The Present Communi- 
cant Membership is 299 less than the 
membership on December 31, 1929. North- 
east Ohio Classis alone reports a gain 
(130); the other 5 Classes report losses, 
ranging from 6 in Southwest Ohio to 144 
in East Ohio. 

The Erasure of Names range from 116 
in Central Ohio, to 652 in Northeast Ohio 
Classis. The total erasures in the Synod, 
1,897, exceed the total confirmations by 77. 
These facts, indicating a disturbing de- 
cline in the membership of the Church, give 
cause for serious thought as to our stew- 
ardship responsibility. 

Here is a record of the Gains and the 
Losses in the OHIO SYNOD covering the 
past six years, totaling a net loss of at 
least 643; or even possibly 1,565; which 
means that 922 members are not at all 


accounted for in the Classical Statistics. 
1927 1928 1929 1930 Totals 
(2/3 yr.) 

1,936 1,812 641 1,820 10,307 
941 252 509 832 5,374 
geo 898 432 856 5,349 
21,030 
949 1,278 OUT, 797 5,498 
879 987 642 789 5,000 
1,882 2,126 1,244 1,897 11,175 
21,673 
Net: Loss... eee 643 

58,628 58,284 57,583 57,284 


Frank P. Wolf, Lancaster; William Uhler 
Hensel Memorial Prize—Gold medal, Senior 
Essay, William G. Landreth, Lancaster; 
Pentathlon Prize—Name placed on Tablet: 
best examination in five courses in Chem- 
istry; $5 in gold, Raymond (, Hoffman, 
Muir; Wood Prize—Economice essays: first, 
$25, Alfred G. Eden, Jr., Harrisburg, sec- 
ond, $15, Samuel B. Rohrer, Laneaster; 
third, $10, Amo L. Medvene, Philadelphia; 
Baringer Prize—distributed in prizes to 
members of the Literary Societies,—Inter- 
Society Debate, won by Diagnothian Team, 
$10 each; Samuel C. Clark, Wyomissing, 
Robert J. Benchoff, Woodstock, John B. 
Rengier, Lancaster, Frank R. Hammond, 
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Well-known radio speaker and Mod- 
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the Theological Seminary at 
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Lancaster, and Everett J. Taylor, Coates- 
ville; Diognothian Intra-Society Debate,— 
$5 each: Samuel C. Clark, Wyomissing, and 
Robert J. Benchoff, Woodstock, Va.; 
Diagnothian Society Essay Contest, $7, 
first, John J. Moore, East McKeesport, $3, 
second, John E. Dotterer, State College, 
Goethean Society Declamation Contest, 
$10, first, Paul C. Shumaker, Meyersdale, 
$5 second, Philip H. Jones, Lancaster; and 
the Goethean Society Oratorical Contest, 
$10, first, William G. Landreth, Lancaster; 
$5, second, Richard A. Snyder, Lititz. 
Thomas Prize—$50, public speaking, $25, 
first, Emil 8. Nagy, Bethlehem, $15, sec- 
ond, Augustus F. Loeb, Lancaster, $10, 
third, Wilber F. Twitmire, Lancaster; 
Strohm Prize—$15, Natural Science, Ray- 
mond C. Hoffman, Duncannon; Strohm 
Prize—$10, Senior Greek, William T. Wag- 
ner, Duncannon; Roberts Prize —$15 in 
gold, Sophomore biology, Tom B. Metz- 
ger, Lancaster; Thomas Gilmore Apple 
Prize—$15 in gold, Sophomore character 
and leadership, Robert E. Hoar, Lancaster; 
George F. Mull Prize—#50, Latin, divided 
equally between Jacob R. Risser, Maytown, 
and William T. Wagner, Duncannon; 
William H. Hager Annual Prize — $50, 
higher business ideals, better business 
methods, and originality in the field of dis- 
tribution: first, $25, Ralph E. Eshelman, 
Terre Hill; second, $15, Henry N. Kehler, 
Columbia; third, $10, Paul R. B. Harner, 
Boyertown; Education Prize—$25, Senior 
education, Jacob R. Risser, Maytown; 
honorable mention, Abram B. H. Herr, 
Lancaster, and Charles D. Rodenberger, 
Shamokin; Williamson Medal—for highest 
standing in leadership, character and 
scholarship, William G. Landreth, Lan- 
easter; Hungarian Awards: Maygar Uni- 
versity Club—$25, Freshmen Hungarian 
grammar and syntax, Frank J. Sopos, Fair- 
field, Conn.; Hungarian Essay Prize—$25, 
Emil 8. Nagy, Bethlehem; Hungarian Lit- 
erature Prize—$15, in Junior Hungarian 
literature, Bela P. Bacso, Toledo, Ohio; 
Hungarian History Prize—$25, Junior Hun- 
garian history, Stephen Muranyi, Chicago, 
Tilinois. 


A Letter to the Editor | 


To the Editor of the “Messenger”: 

In your issue of May 28, a typographi- 
cal error makes me say that during the 
Spanish revolution in Madrid “the statues 
were torn down,” whereas my expression 
was “two statues.” To anyone who has 
not been to Madrid the difference might 
not be great, but Madrid fairly oozes sta- 
tues, mainly royalist in character, and the 
fact that of these hundreds only two, so 
far as I could discover, were overturned, 
speaks loudly for the discipline of the 
masses. In fact, the first one to fall, that 
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of Queen Isabella II, was only a few steps 
from a huge circle of kings and queens in 
stone reaching all around the former Plaza 
Orient near the Royal Palace; but after 
the few hoodlums had wreaked their 
vengeance on Isabella, no more damage 
was done except, here and there, to stick 
a red flag rakishly over an ear or through 
an arm. 

So long as I am writing at all, it may 
be worth pointing out also that even in 
the subsequent disorders, directed against 
the religious oligarchy which had been con- 
niving at a return of royalism, the trou- 


ble was precipitated, as all accounts agree, 
by the monarchists, although for a time 
it is clear that the anti-monarchists and 
anti-clerical populace did get out of hand 
for a time. In a situation where freedom 
of political expression to all groups has 
been offered by a revolutionary govern- 
ment following years of repression — 
something hitherto unprecedented —it is 
greatly to be feared that again the pa- 
tience of the people may be strained to 
the breaking point. Knowing what human 
nature is, even in a revolt more pacific 
than any major overthrow in history be- 


fore, the monarchists in resorting to under 
handed means will have only themselves 
to blame if they bring down upon their 
heads and those of their innocent followers 
further tribulations. There is secant prob 
ability of Spain’s going bolshevist, as 
many alarmists would have us believe; but 
it is equally true that the machinations of 
the clericalist and royalist elements under 
ground make infinitely harder the task of 
the moderate Socialist and Republican 
revolutionists. 
Devere Allen. 
Paris, France, June 11. 
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STRIKING SENTENCES FROM THE 
PRIZE WINNING ESSAYS ON 
STEWARDSHIP 


Group A (Ages 9-11) 

“We take good care of the possessions 
God gives us, and return to Him our 
thanks in a part of our money or talents.” 
Mary Nyce, Lansdale, Pa. 

“My story of how $35 made in raising 
chickens were used for the Kingdom.” 
Irma M. Freitag, New Glarus, Wis. 

“As our allowance grows we will make 
our portion for God grow because we have 
learned the more we give to God, the more 
God gives to us.” Doris J. Fowler, Glen- 
side, Pa. = 

“Tom’s father had been teaching him 
about Stewardship, and when he thought 
this over in his mind he knew it was bet- 
ter to give than to receive.” Jack Shet- 
ler, Danville, Pa. 

“No matter how small our offering, it is 
the spirit in which it is given that really 
counts.” Paul E. Haffey, Canal Winches- 
ter, O. 

Group B (Ages 12-14) 

“T have learned from Sam Higginbottom 
that it is not always the money but the 
service which I as a Christian Steward 
can render that counts.” Catherine Heiney, 
Miamisburg, O. 

“If I want to be a Christian I will have 
to go the whole way with God.” Owen 
Moorhead, Wichita, Kans. 

“Sam Higginbottom’s life stands out as 
a living example of what he has done and 
is doing in the way of Stewardship.” Hilda 
C. Buchanan, Hickory, N. C. 

“He believed that he should give all he 
had to God, that was real Stewardship.” 
Lena Kaech, Concord, N. C. 

“Tn order to be a good Christian Steward 
I must try to bring out all that God has 
put into me in the development of a per- 
sonality and character that are pleasing 
to Him.” Alice O. Crawford, Winchester, 
Tenn. 

Group C (Ages 15-17) 


“Each life is an investment made by 
God. He puts the possibilities there. Do 
we dare to take these seeds and make them 
grow into what He planned? Do we dare?” 
Natalie R. Gehman, Bethlehem, Pa. 

“A poorly invested life is a ruined life. 
I am sure Jesus would want us to make 
the most of that for which He paid so 
dearly to save.” Julia Rose Hohn, Ply- 
mouth, Ind. 

“As a Christian Steward I will see my 
responsibilities in my life work, have the 
ambitions to desire them, and the courage 
to tackle them.” Margaret Critchley, 
Braddock, Pa. 

“We must not expect to see God’s will 
with regard to our career, unless we first 
try to get that will into our character.” 
Margaret Royster, Concord, N. C. 

“What am I going to do with my life? 
Is it MY LIFE? I recall the answer to the 
first question in the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism: ‘I am not my own, but belong unto 


my faithful Savior Jesus Christ’.” Anna 


May HEyler, Bedford, Pa. 


Group D (Ages 18-21) 

“Great love for Christ means great gifts 
in proportion to one’s means.” Lillian J. 
Abernethy, Hickory, N. C. 

“Above all, we must study to show our- 
selves approved unto God, GIVERS THAT 
NEED NOT BE ASHAMED.” Lois Green- 
awalt, Chambersburg, Pa. 

“Tf we could burn the word “Steward- 
ship” into our lives, then there would come 
to all a new sense of reality of a personal 
sovereign God, and with this reality there 
would come a new purpose and passion in- 
to our Churches.” Myrtle Bowman, 
Thomasville, Pa. 

“And when we think of how much is 
spent for luxuries and amusements today, 
we can readily agree that much more than 
a tenth should be set apart to be returned 
to the Lord as a means of furthering His 
work.” Lucile Foulke, Bucyrus, O. 

“To give money, time and self to great 
causes is the best available antidote for 
human selfishness.” Elizabeth K. Sanders, 
Marion, O. 


Group E. (S. S. Teachers and Officers) 


“Christian Stewardship is based on nat- 
ural right, but it is glorified by love.” 
Lucile Foulke, Bucyrus, O. 

“Where we are and where our interests 
are, there will be some of our talents and 
there we will put some of our money.” 
George E. Dillinger, Dayton, O. 

“By practicing the principles of Chris- 
tian Stewardship in her own life the 
teacher is not only teaching her pupils a 
lesson, but she is also preparing herself to 
teach.” Frida Bischofberger, New Glarus, 
Wis. 

“No other great enterprises are launched 
without provision being made financially, 
why try to earry on God’s work on faith 
alone?” Mrs. Harold Wien, Esterly, Pa. 

“Children love life and activity. They 
must have facts. We should make the 
work of missionaries real to them.” Eula 
May Peeler, Salisbury, N. C. 


TWO SEEDS 


I hid a selfish little thought, 
To think and think about; 

I did not know it would be caught, 
Or ever be found out. 


But is was like a little seed, 
And it began to sprout! 

It grew into a little weed, 
And blossomed in a pout! 


I hid another little thought, 
‘Twas pleasant, sweet and kind; 
So, if this time it should be caught, 
I knew I shouldn’t mind. 


I thought about it hour by hour 
"Twas growing all the while; 
It blossomed in a lovely flower, 
A happy little smile! 
Selected. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


SUCH A CONTRAST! 
By Laura Allan 


I was waiting to be served at a 
restaurant table when an attractive young 
woman and a three-year-old boy took the 
opposite chairs. While I was giving my 
order the mother fussed with the child to 
the extent of arousing his impatience, then 
she glanced over the menu card, smiled 
at her son and said, “What are you going 
to have, Harold?” 


To me the scene at once acquired inter- 
est. A three-year-old was about to choose 
his own luncheon! Well, he wasted no 
time about it. Emphasizing his demand 
with a bang of his knife-handle upon the 
table, he declared in no uneertain terms, 
“T want doughnuts with syrup on them 
and fried egg!” 


The young woman had, perhaps, noted 
my surprise at the proceedings, for her 
attitude changed. In what was almost a 
pleading tone she suggested, “Hot soup 
would be very nice this chilly day. See, 
I am going to have some, and so is this 
lady.” 

The boy looked from his mother’s face 
across to mine, entirely unconvinced. He 
refused the soup placed before him and 
again demanded doughnuts. I tried to 
help by commenting upon the excellence 
of the soup, so hot and delicious, and led 
on to another subject. The mother took 
up the cue delightfully, and we ignored 
the boy who continued to make a nuisance 
of himself. I thought that his hunger 
would ‘presently force him to capitulate, 
but he was overfed, so that bit of strata- 
gem failed. 

The mother calmly ordered a vegetable 
salad for both, which the boy scorned. I 
kept up a merry chatter as I saw that she 
was weakening under the strain of his 
noisy demands. But when I indicated a 
dessert on the menu, she smiled and or- 
dered it. Harold was so captivated with 
the rosy baked apple and its whirl of 
snowy whipped cream topped by a red 
cherry, that he seized his spoon and be- 
gan an onslaught. He even accepted a 
crisp cookie with his tiny glass of orange 
juice. We elders exchanged triumphant 
smiles and our visiting cards. 

It was evident that the mother’s manner 
was a new experience to the child. He 
watched her with puzzled eyes, and sub- 
mitted to his outdoor garments without a 
word. She whispered in goodby, ‘Your 
surprised look was a revelation and your 
sympathy and tact are inspiring. I mean 
to persevere.” 
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That evening it chanced that I dined The fact is, that God provides just as 
at a home where the three-year-old boy bountifully for His children as He ever 
is the only child. did; and what we are suffering from is not 

He had his own chair and low table the lack of His providence but the result 
near his mother’s place, and was served of man-made conditions. And these re- 
in courses like the grown ups, but with sults are bound to come until the will of 
special food. His milk-tomato soup was God is done on earth as it is done in 
followed by a poached egg on toast, which heaven, and until the Golden Rule is prac- 
he managed dexterously, then a dish of  ticed all over the world. 
stewed prunes with an oatmeal cookie, and The birds do not gather into barns, but 
a small cup of properly cooked cocoa. A men do. The birds do not “corner” grain, 
spoonful of strawberry ice cream was a_ hoarding it up to control the market, but 


festive finish. 

He was quiet during dinner and polite 
to the maid—one searcely knew he was 
present. 

Before getting ready for dinner he had 
had a merry romp in the hall with his 
father, and after dinner his mother told 
him his regular good-night story. Then 
he went to bed happily. 

It was all so restful, so altogether satis- 
factory. 


“Recent developments in educational 
psychology have impressed educators with 
the prime importance of the early training 
of children. Progressive kindergartens 
which are following the new developments 
in education and psychology are, it seems 
to me, important enough so that the kin- 
dergarten should be regarded as an in- 
tegral part of the public school system.”— 
W. L. Uhl, School of Education, Uni- 
versity of Washington, Seattle. 

For information and advice as to how 
to establish a kindergarten, write to the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York. 


IF ANYTHING TURNS UP! 


Kmployment Manager (interviewing 
daughter’s suitor): “I regret I cannot see 
my way at present to allow you to marry 
my daughter, but leave me your name and 
address, and if nothing better turns up in 
the near future, you may hear from us 
again.” 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


GOD’S CARE FOR THE BIRDS 


Text, Matthew 6:26, “Behold the birds 
of the heaven, that they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; and 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
not ye of much more value than they?” 


Have you heard the birds complain of 
depression, unemployment, or hard times? 
To me their chirping seems just as gay 
and their songs just as sweet this summer 
as in former years. 

They have all been as busy building 
their nests, hunting their food, and feed- 
ing their young, as they have ever been. 
[ do not see any of them sitting idle, or 
gathering in groups and hanging their 
heads, or indulging in wails and com- 
plaints. 

So far as I have been able to observe, 
they are not even aware that there is a 
period of business depression and of un- 
employment among men. They go about 
their business the same as ever, happy in 
the present and not fearful of the future. 

They, perhaps, have an instinctive feel- 
ing of the truth to which Jesus gives ex- 
pression in our text: “Behold the birds of 
the heaven, that they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; and your 
heavenly Father feedeth them.” They all 
seem to have enough to eat, and are also 
able to secure food for their little ones. 

Do we have as much confidence as the 
birds when Jesus asks, “Are not ye of much 
more value than they?” He wants to let 
us know that in the sight of our heavenly 
Father we are of much greater value than 
the birds, and that our Father in heaven 
will not forget us nor neglect us. 


men do, The birds do not keep food in 
great granaries while millions clamor for 
bread, but men do. The birds seem to be 
satisfied with the simple necessities of life, 
but men desire its luxuries. 

So far as our heavenly Father is con- 
cerned there is plenty of food in the world 
for all His children, and if it were prop- 
erly and justly distributed none would need 
to go hungry or thirsty. God has put the 
distribution of His bounties into men’s 
hands, and the cause of any trouble that 
may exist must lie somewhere among them. 
If the spirit of the Master were in the 
hearts of all men, all of God’s children 
would have enough and none would suffer. 

Man’s superiority over the birds, as de- 
clared by our Savior, also makes him dif- 
ferent from the birds. The birds build 
their nests as their ancestors did thousands 
of years ago, while the dwellings of men 
have changed from caves to huts, from 
huts to houses, from houses to palaces. 
There has been great progress. 

The birds eat about the same food that 
they ate thousands of years ago. But see 
how the food of man has changed through 
the centuries from the simplest fare to the 
most elaborate menu! 

Just as great progress has been made in 
clothing, comforts, education, religion, and 
all that makes man more cultured and 
godlike, superior to the birds in every way. 
All the more, Jesus means to say, will your 
heavenly Father, who cares in this way 
for the birds, care for you as His children. 

God does not expect all His children to 
be alike. He makes even a great differ- 
ence in the birds. But He wants all of 
His children to be treated in a fair and 
kind way and to have an opportunity to 
make the best of themselves. Some will 
be rich and some will be poor as long as 
the race endures, and they were never in- 
tended to be exactly alike even in this 
respect. 

Some are fortunate, and others are un- 
fortunate; some are well and others are 
sick; some are successful, and others are 
unsuccessful; some are happy and others 
are unhappy. There are many differences 
and many degrees of difference, but God is 
the Father of them all and He does not 
want any of them to perish. He wants 
those who are strong to help those who 
are weak; those who are successful to 
raise up those who fall; those who are 
happy to comfort and cheer those who are 
sad. 

Even the birds help one another in this 
way. As a boy, I read a story of a bird 
that had broken its wing and could not 
fly. Two other birds took a twig to the 
crippled bird, and as it held fast to the 
twig with its bill they carried it to a 
place of safety where its wing might heal 
again. 

St. John, “the disciple whom Jesus lov- 
ed,” writes in his first epistle: “But whoso 
hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his 
brother in need, and shutteth up his com- 
passion from him, how doth the love of 
God abide in him?” 

Jesus was rich, but for our sakes He 
became poor. He held the wealth of the 
world in His hands, but He renounced it 
all for us. He showed His great love for 
us by laying down His life for us. With 
His love in our hearts we will sympathize 
with and help one another in time of need. 


Even in speaking about birds, Jesus men- 
tioned only the poorest and commonest 
among them: the ravens and the sparrows. 
In Luke 12:24, He is quoted as saying: 
“Consider the ravens, that they sow not, 
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neither reap; which have no store-chamber 
nor barn; and God feedeth them: of how 
much more value are ye than the birds!” 

The raven was the only bird of its par- 
ticular order which the law of Moses pro- 
nounced unclean. Yet Jesus would have 
us consider that poor despised bird, and 
teaches us that God feeds it. 

Of the sparrows Jesus said: “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? and not one of 
them shall fall on the ground without your 
Father.” Sparrows are very common birds 
in many parts of the world, yet God cares 
and provides for them. 

Some one has put the following song 
into a sparrow’s mouth: 


“T am only a little sparrow, 
A bird of low degree; 
My life is of little value, 
But the Lord doth care for me. 


“J have no barn or storehouse, 
I neither sow nor reap; 

God gives me a sparrow’s portion, 
But never a seed to keep. 


“Tf my meal is sometimes scanty, 
Close picking makes it sweet; 

I have always enough to feed me, 
And life is more than meat. 


“T know there are many sparrows; 
All over the world we’re found: 
But our Heavenly Father knoweth 
When one of us falls to the ground. 


“Though small, we are never forgotten; 
Though weak, we are never afraid; 
For we know that the dear Lord keepeth 
The life of the creatures He made.” 


MY FATHER’S WORLD 


@ 
This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears, 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world, 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 


A woman was taking her small boy 
around the Louvre in Paris. When they 
came to Venus she said severely, “Now 
you see what happens to people who go on 
biting their nails.” 


CAMP MENSCH MILL 


A SWIMMING POOL AT LAST 


“Hurrah! Hey! Hey, Everybody! 
C’mere!” These excited cries drew campers 
from all directions to the scene. There at 
the side of the dam the crowd grew and 
the noise increased as happy campers 
watched the water flow into the dam and 
form what was to be their swimming pool. 

All day the water continued to flow and 
that night a grand celebration took place. 
Frogs, old frogs and young frogs, fat frogs 


Watching the Dedication of the Dam 


and thin frogs gathered in the dam and 
proclaimed to the world their discovery. 
Campers, who can sleep through the din 
of trains, trolley cars and automobile 
horns, awoke that night to hear the “Frog 
Chorus.” 

A man to be envied was the person who 
first, on the following morning, saw the 
water flow over the breastwork. The dam 
was ready for use! Excitement ran high 
among the campers. And why not? A 
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large part of this group was comprised of 
those who, the year before, had helped to 
raise the first $500 for improving the dam. 
And had not the whole group spent over a 
week in anticipation of the day when the 
dam would be their swimming pool instead 
of a small place among the rocks which 
they had made for themselves? Such an 
event as this demanded a formal celebra- 
tion. The swimming instructors got their 
heads together and called into conference 
the dramatics leader. The result?—“The 
Dedication of the Dam.” 

King Neptune, alias the Rev. Chas. D. 
Spotts, sitting upon a throne made re- 
splendent with festoons of crepe paper and 
branches, was piloted on a raft to the cen- 
ter of the dam. What an imposing figure 
he made with his brilliantly colored scarf, 
gold crown and trident! 

The trumpeter, Harold Baer, sounded his 
trombone. The erowd, gathered on the 
banks of the dam, became silent as King 
Neptune spoke to them. “Mortals, I have 
been summoned here from the depths of 
my home in the ocean to view this swim- 
ming pool which ye have built. Should I 
find it worthy, I will admit it to be a part 
of my vast domain, and grant to you all 
the rights and privileges and benefits that 
go with the children of the sea. First I 
have inspected it from the surface, and 
soon I will go beneath the waves and 
inspect its very foundations, but in the 
meantime, ye guardians of this place, Nep- 
tune would know to what uses do ye plan 
to put it?” 

Again the trumpeter played his notes as 
“Health” stepped forth. “I am Health, 
and I would show you “swimming for 
Health.” Selected campers entered the 
water and demonstrated the use of the 
pool as a classroom for health, exercising 
with the breast, side, crawl and back 
strokes. 

The King of the Seas was well pleased 
and told the group so but added, “O ye 
guardians of the pool, what else have ye 
to offer to add to the pleasure of the peo- 
ple, and to comfort the hearts of mothers 
of the children of mortals?” 

At the sound of the trombone there en- 
tered upon the scene a life saver, who 
saluted the king and said, “Neptune, we 
have swimming for safety.” The members 
of the life saving class proceeded to dem- 
onstrate various approaches and carries 
used in rescuing victims from the waves. 
These were duly complimented by King 
Neptune and after a blow of the trum- 
peter, “Sport” began to speak. 

“King Neptune, we have swimming as a 
sport, competitive swimming.” <A group 
of swimmers were summoned who present- 
ed a series of races to the delight of the 
king and the people on the shore. The 
king thought he had witnessed all phases 
of swimming until with the sounding of 
the trombone a clown stepped forth. 


“OQ Father Neptune, you must remember 
that swimming is the greatest fun of all 
exercises. Permit me to introduce Swim- 
ming for Fun.” There followed a game 
of leap frog, by a group of boys, which 
began on land but ended in the water. 
They also presented a “Cock Fight” in 
which the boys who held the fighting cocks 
upon their shoulders got the worst end of 
the fray. To climax the fun “Doc” Hart- 
man and “Al” Kleckner staged a mock 
rescue, the former playing the part of the 
poor victim and the latter that of the 
indifferent life guard. 


Once more the trumpeter was called 
upon to perform and King Neptune spoke. 
“We have seen swimming in its many 
aspects, and properly emphasized, for 
Health, Safety, Sport and Fun. With this 
pool, ye people of Mensch Mill, may you 
raise many water sprites, and masters of 
the waves. Use it well and wisely with 
due regard for all sides of this sport. ’Tis 
worthily built and I now declare it part 
of Neptune’s realm, and under my protec- 
tion. Swim, Swim, Swim. Enjoy life, gain 
and keep Health; and be better citizens 
Bout it” al 


i Se So 


Neptune, divested of his finery, and clad 
in a bathing suit, dived beneath the 
waters. At this signal, the campers, pre- 
pared for this momentous occasion, also 
entered the water and enjoyed for the 
first time swimming in the Mensch Mill 
Dam. 

Betty Martin, 
Trinity Reformed Church, 
Philadelphia. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEADED WORDS 


No. 18 
1. Nailed 4. Spouts 
2. Craven 5. Brink 
3. Mother 6. Gropes 
7. Boiled 


LOGOMACHY, No. 6 


10 More U. S. Rivers to Unscramble 
1. Rawleade 6. Senue 
2. Sillychulk 7. Hanvasan 
3. Hanshodane 8. Ecsane 
4. Wanhaka 9. Sankasra 
5. Newsaue 10. Beebomtig 
A. M. S. 
OUCH! 


The modern husband may find the safe- 
ty-pin okay as a substitute for a button, 
but it is not so good for closing up the 
hole in the toe of a sock.—Cincinnati En- 
quirer. 


The Family Altar 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke, D.D. 


HELP FOR WEEK OF JULY 6-12 


Practical Thought: We must obey God 
rather than men. Acts 5:29. 


Memory Hymn: “God of Our Fathers.” 
Reformed Church Hymnal, 589. 


Prayer for Children: 
Father, hear us as we pray, 
Guard and keep us day by day; 
Help us feel Thy loving care, 
Every day and everywhere. 


Help us to be good and true, 
Jesus’ work on earth to do; 
All we have with others share, 


Every day and everywhere. Amen. 


Monday—In the Name of Jesus 
Acts 3:11-16 


In this sermon which Peter preached 
after the healing of the lame man, he 
declares that the marvel has been wrought 
by no power of his own, but by faith 
in Jesus. The very words Peter used, “In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk,” indicate this clearly. Not as though 
the name of Christ possessed a certain spell 
or charm but by the power which He has 
invested His disciples with, by His author- 
ity, the impotent man received strength. 
Of what avail are the sacraments, preach- 
ing, and prayer apart from the name of 
Jesus Christ? 

Prayer: 
I love the name of Him whose heart, 

Knows all my griefs and bears a part; 
Who bids all anxious fears depart,— 

I love the name of Jesus. Amen. 


Tuesday—tThe Boldness of Peter and John 
Acts 4:5-14 

To call a group of men in authority mur- 
derers, required in Peter’s time, as now, 
great courage. When the rulers and elders 
and scribes were seeking to ensnare the 
apostles by drawing from them an answer 
that could be construed as blasphemous, 
having them ascribe divine power to some 


other being than God, Peter courteously 
inquires, “Are we being treated as crimi- 
nals for having done a good deed to an 
impotent man?” Then he boldly answers, 
“Through the power of the very One whom 
you crucified but who is now raised from 
the dead, this lame man was _ healed.” 
Peter’s words are at once a rebuke, a chal- 
lenge, and an invitation. Through the 
very One who had been crucified and rais- 
ed from the dead, and in His Name only, 
salvation is offered. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, our Father, for 
the bold witnesses who have fearlessly pro- 
claimed the glorious salvation in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Kings and emperors they 
feared less than being disobedient to Thee. 
May their courage be a constant challenge 
and inspiration to us. Amen, 


Wednesday—Boldness in Preaching 
Ephesians 6:10-20 

If the Gospel is really to the Jews a 
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolish- 
ness, then it may well require boldness to 
make known its mystery. Paul had a 
great command of language. He was a 
man of great courage, not afraid to face 
his enemies. He knew as well what to say 
as any man, yet he desires to have the 
Ephesians to pray for him that he may 
speak as he ought to speak. When Dr. 
Chapman wrote “The Minister’s Handicap” 
he pointed out the great support a praying 
group is for a pastor. But cannot indi- 
viduals render a vital service in this man- 
ner as well? 


Prayer: We thank Thee, O Father, for 
praying mothers and fathers in Christian 
homes, for praying elders and deacons in 
official boards, for the many whose voices 
are perhaps not heard in public prayer but 
whose hearts ascend unto Thee in inter- 
cession for loved ones and friends and pas- 
tors. Bless this faithful devotion to Thy 
cause and increase their number for Thy 
glory. Amen, 


Thursday—Boldness by Faith 
Daniel 3:13-23 


The beleving confidence of the three 
friends of Daniel in God and their depend- 
ence upon him enabled them to look with 
contempt on death even with all its terrors. 
They trusted in the living God and by 
that faith chose rather to suffer than to 
sin. By faith they had an eye to Him 
that is invisible, depended upon Him to 
protect them, provide for them and reward 
them, trusting that God would either de- 
liver them from death or in death. Do 
these lines not remind us of Zwingli’s last 
words, “The body they may kill, but the 
soul never”? 


Prayer: We thank Thee, O Christ, for 
the faith that enables us to see that which 
is yet to appear. We realize that Thou 
hast revealed to us a glorious future for all 
that love Thy appearing since living or 
dying we are in Thy hand. Amen. 


Friday—Paul’s Courageous Preaching 
Acts 22:1-10 

Paul’s defense before the Jewish people 
is not a mere recital of his own conversion 
but rather a skillful argument. By birth, 
education, and earlier experience Paul 
stands on exactly the same plane with his 
hearers. He is a Jew, educated in Jeru- 
salem at the feet of Gamaliel and had 
been so zealous for the Law that he form- 
erly persecuted all who accepted Jesus as 
the Way. Therefore, if Paul now differs 
from other Jews it must be because of some 
supernatural influence which has come into 
his life. And if a divine power has sud- 
denly transformed Paul from a persecutor 
into an apostle, then those who were oppos- 
ing Paul, were in reality placing them- 
selves in opposition to God. It still takes 
great courage to face the sons of Abraham 
with the Gospel. To be pelted with decay- 
ed fruit and even stones has been the expe- 
rience of more than one modern evangelist 
among them. 

Prayer: Lift, we pray Thee, O Father, 
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the veil from the eyes of Thy chosen peo- 

ple that they may see Thee as the Messiah, 

the Anointed One in whom all the sacri- 

fices of the Old Testament are fulfilled. 

Cause us to deal with them in true Chris- 

tian love that they may be brought into 

a saving knowledge of Thy son. Amen. 


Saturday—Not Ashamed 
Romans 1:8-17 


The statement, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel,’ may express either Paul’s 
pride or his lack of shame. It may mean 


that he is proud of the gospel, for a nega- 
tive statement is sometimes the most em- 
phatie way of expressing an implied oppo- 
site, as for instance “not far from the 
kingdom” means “very near to the king- 
dom.” Hence Paul may intend to say that 
he rejoices and glories in the gospel. On 
the other hand, he fully realized how 
shameful the story of salvation through 
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faith in a crucified Christ might seem to 
proud and haughty Rome. Again, his de- 
lay in coming to the city of power and 
pomp might be aseribed to timidity or 
fear lest the Gospel might prove ineffec- 
tive. But whether these words expressed 
pride or lack of shame, that which makes 
Paul speak so courageously is his confi- 
dence that what he has to offer is nothing 
less than a power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. 
Prayer: 

Ashamed of Jesus? Sooner far 

Let evening blush to own a star: 

He sheds the beams of light divine 

O’er this benighted soul of mine. Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Power of the Gospel 
Romans 10:5-15 
When we view the Church we have a 
mingled feeling of discouragement and en- 
couragement. On the one hand we see its 
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many weaknesses, its shortcomings, its 
failures. But on the other hand, we can 
behold it as the biggest and best institu- 
tion in the world. Some 700 million, it is 
claimed, confess the name of Christ today. 
What has been the power that has produe- 
ed this marvelous change in these millions, 
other than the gospel? Confessing Jesus 
and believing in the heart in His inearna- 
tion and resurrection, not as exclusive but 
as typical truths, has brought salvation, a 
glorious change from self-centeredness to 
devotion to Christ. This has not only been 
true but it is true even now. 


Prayer: For the marvelous transforming 
power that Thy Gospel has been and is, 
we would thank Thee, our gracious Savior. 
Thy love has triumphed over pride and 
selfishness in individuals. Grant that it 
may continue and increase its indulgence 
and change men and nations into Thy 
image. Amen. 


Woman’s Missionary 


Society News 


Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


The Strategy of Co-operation. Doubt- 
less in many communities there were held 
farewell ceremonies to Friendship Treasure 
Chests similar to the occasion in Allen- 
town, Pa. Each service forged more se- 
curely the ability to do together some piece 
of Christian service. “Train up a 
child in the way he should go”... isa 
“Safety First” in strategy of co-operation. 

In Allentown, the Woman’s Church and 
Missionary Federation, through its “Inter- 
national and World Peace” and “Work for 
Children” Departments sponsored its very 
successful Farewell Service, June 5, in 
Christ Lutheran Church. Mrs. Willis 
Mathias, of Emmanuel Reformed Church, 
chairman “Work for Children” Department, 
assisted by two Heralds and the Boy Scouts 
of Christ Church, presided over the cere- 
mony of receiving the Treasure Chests. 
Delegations, representing the groups who 
prepared the chests, carried them forward 
amid waving flags, songs and cheers to the 
base of a ~ prilliantly illuminated cross. 
Ninety Treasure Chests were received. 
These were arranged in form of cross and 
crescent. A large assembly of children 
and adults united in the service. 

Mrs. Charles Deiter, chairman of Inter- 
national and World Peace Department, pre- 
sided. Mrs. Lloyd Snyder, president of 
the Woman’s Church and Missionary Fed- 
eration, also Synodical Secretary of Girls’ 
Missionary Guilds, led the devotions. The 
large Junior Choir of Seibert Evangelical 
Congregational Church led the singing. In 
an interesting address, Mrs. A. C. Graham 
described the Welcome Ceremonies of 1930 
at Manila, Philippine Islands, when the 
Treasure Chests for Fillipine Children were 
officially accepted. Mrs. Jennie Griffith, 
secretary of the Committee on World 
Friendship for the Eastern District of the 
United States, told with sympathetic in- 
sight of the tragic condition among the 
under-nourished children of Porto Rico for 
whom the Treasure Chests have heen pre- 
pared. In addition there was a cash offer- 
ing sufficient to pay for 3,600 meals. 

Enthusiasm reached its peak when Mrs. 
Mathias handed over to Mrs. Griffith the 
symbols which represented friendship and 
goodwill from Allentown children to the 
children of Porto Rico. The spirit of the 
occasion found expression as the children 
sang “Farewell Treasure Chests, we're 
happy to send you. God’s blessing go 
with you.” 

Ten denominations are affiliated in the 
Woman’s Church and Missionary Federa- 


tion. Zion’s Reformed Chureh had the 
largest number of chests, fifteen; Christ 
Lutheran had fourteen. 

Mary I. Rupp. 


This Merits Congratulations. June 2, 
1931, will long be remembered by the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of Trinity 
Church, Canton, Ohio, as a gala day with 
a delightful surprise. At noon, a luncheon 
was served in honor of the Circle which 
had the largest number present at each 
meeting of the year. In the dining room, 
artistically decked with flowers, twelve 
tables were arranged and decorated to 
represent the months of the year. Dr. H. 
N. Kerst offered prayer. Dr. H. P. Her- 
bruck, pastor emeritus, gave a talk. An 
informal program of stunts and songs en- 
livened the luncheon, 

At 2 P. M., the president, Mrs. John 
Burkhart, opened the regular meeting. Mrs. 
G. A. Swineford led the devotions. The 
unforgettable surprise which gave the oe- 
casion a most delightful turn, came when 
Mrs. W. M. Kasserman presented from her 
Sunday School class, twenty new members 
to Trinity Missionary Society. Three other 
members united with the Society—a total 
addition of twenty-three in one day. Mrs. 
H. N. Kerst spoke the welcome and extend- 
ed warm greetings to the new members. 
There were present at the luncheon meet- 
ing one hundred and fourteen. 


The Spirit of “Together.” The women 
of Second Reformed Church, Harrisburg, 
were hostess to the Women’s Church and 
Missionary Federation of the Capitol City 
on the occasion of the annual meeting. 
Mrs. H. C. Stauffer, widely known among 
our missionary women for her untiring 
work in connection with the erection of 
the Lancaster Missionary Home, was chair- 
man of the luncheon arrangements. The 
guests numbered one hundred twenty-five, 
made up of two delegates from each de- 
nominational missionary group in the city. 
Among the list of officers is a vice-presi- 
dent from each denomination represented 
in the Federation. Mrs. James H. Dorman, 
of First Church, Steelton, Pa., is the Re- 
formed representative. Among the most 
interesting reports was that of Mrs. Paul 
Kunkle, of Salem Church, chairman of the 
Relief Committee which distributed more 
than 15,000 garments among 500 families. 


Thinking Thank Offering. The plight of 
the indigent cricket who “sang the sum- 
mer away” seems to parallel Thank Offer- 
ing methods in some missionary societies 
that. come to ingathering time without 
having cultivated spirit during the sum- 
mer. The excerpt from a heartening letter, 
dated June 6, from Shillington, Pa., is a 
real reminder that Thank Offering is com- 
ing along. “We have used all the Thank 
Offering boxes and need 50 more. We 
haven’t only given our missionary mem- 
bers a box but every woman took some 
for distribution to folks who are interest- 
ed enough to ust the boxes.” 


Last week, Mrs. J. G. Rupp, of Allen- 
town, gave an address on her recent “Tour 
to Mission Fields” at the annual indoor 
picnic of the W. M. S., St. Mark’s, Easton. 


At the 10th annual meeting of the Chi- 
cago Classical Society, two societies attain- 
ed to.the Standard of Excellence. Mrs. 
Annetta H. Winter, of Prospect, Ohio, 
gave a splendid address, using “Standards” 
as the central theme. Five Reading Course 
diplomas were awarded. Mrs. Winter ad- 
dressed the evening session: the president, 
Mrs. E. Fledderjohn, presided and the 
first vice-president, Mrs. J. N. Naly, led 
the devotions. The annual meeting was 
held at Orangeville, Ill. 


Among interesting experiences which 
supplement regular courses of study are 
those which come to student leaders in the 
various camps maintained by Church and 
social agencies. Miss Eleanor Stein, Phila- 
delphia, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. Rauch 
Stein, senior in the Medical School of 
University of Pennsylvania, has an. espe- 
cially fine opportunity for intimate con- 
tacts in her capacity of under-graduate 
camp doctor in the Sunday School Camp 
at Spruce Creek, Pa. 


Following a strenuous season of parish 
and Synodical work, Mrs. J. M. Mengel, 
president of the W. M. S., Eastern Synod, 
with her husband, Rev. Mr. Mengel and 
daughter, a senior in Ursinus College, is 
enroute by automobile to the Pacific Coast 
states, where “The Mengels” will visit 
their son and other relatives. Mrs. Mengel 
is planning to visit our Churches and mis- 
sions on the coast. 
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Henry W. Elson 


The 27th annual convention of the 
Advertising Federation of America was 


held in New York City the middle of June., 


Governor Ritchie, of Maryland; Bruce 


Barton and Roger W. Babson were among 
the speakers. 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson has sailed for — 
Warsaw to witness the unveiling of the 
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monument to the war-time President at 
Posen, Poland. 

Thousands greeted President and Mrs. 
Hoover June 16 at Columbus, Ohio, where 
they stopped for two and one-half hours 
en route to Springfield, Ill, where the 
President delivered an address at the re- 
dedication ceremonies at the reconstructed 
tomb of Abraham Lincoln June 17. 

Washington ratified the Swiss arbitral 
pact June 16. The treaty is considered by 
the Swiss Government as of great practical 
value, since no method has existed where- 
by the countries could settle pacifically 
their differences. 

The railroads of the country, pleading a 
desperate financial situation because of the 
economic depression and also the competi- 
tion of motor transport, waterways and air 
lines, filed with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in June a formal petition for 
a blanket increase of 15 per cent in freight 
charges. 

The motorship Bermuda was badly dam- 
aged June 17 at Hamilton, Bermuda, by a 
fire. The ship sank at the dock but all 
passengers escaped. One of the crew died. 
The vessel will be rebuilt in Belfast. 

Cancer mortality in the United States 
last year was the highest on record and the 
annual mortality for the nation may be 
estimated conservatively at 125,000 at an 
average age of about 59 to 60 years, ac- 
cording to a recent report. Cancer is ei- 
ther the 2nd or 3rd leading cause of death 
in American urban life. 

-The white population of New Jersey in- 
creased 26.1 per cent, while the negro 
population of the State increased 78.3 per 
cent in the decade between 1920 and 1930, 
according to an announcement by the 
Director of the Census. 

American foreign trade in May fell 
about $13,600,000 below that of the pre- 
ceding month, Department of Commerce 
figures have revealed. Total imports and 
exports in May were valued at $182,000,- 
000 and $205,000,000, respectively. 

Mrs. John Hays Hammond, wife of the 
internationally renowned engineer, died at 
her home in Washington June 18. She was 
a sponsor of the Children’s Christmas Fund, 
which sent Christmas gifts to the children 
of all warring nations. She was also 
founder of the Women’s Titanic Memorial 
Association. 

Marie Averil Bland, a Canadian war 
nurse, to whom naturalization was refused 
by the United States Supreme Court, has 
petitioned the court for a rehearing, fol- 
lowing the course already taken by Dr. 
Douglas C. Macintosh, a Canadian war 
chaplain who was also rejected. 

The German Medical Association has 
stated that the health of the German 
people is seriously threatened by the eco- 
nomic depression, unemployment and the 
pressing reparation burden. 


President Hoover in a formal statement 
June 19 disclosed that he had taken the 
initiative in an effort to stabilize economic 
and financial conditions both in Europe 
and in the United States. It suggested a 
concession to our allied European debtors 
with respect to the payment of their war 
time obligations in the United States. 
Leaders in both parties have promised 
help. The President proposes a year’s war 
debt suspension with moratorium for Ger- 
many on reparations. 

Isaac Arron Hardoon, an 84-year-old 
British Indian subject, who was the rich- 
est foreigner in China, died at Shanghai 
June 19. He left a fortune estimated at 
$50,000,000 gold. 


Frederick Lincoln Siddons, Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and its dean, who pre- 
sided in the naval oil reserves trials, died 
suddenly at his home in Washington, 
June 19. 


More than a quarter of a million persons 
were employed on State and Federal aid 
road projects during May, and the number 
continues to increase, according to a state- 
ment from the President’s Employment 
Committee. 
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War on lotteries and sweepstakes has 
been renewed by the Post Office Depart- 
ment, which has announced that it would 
proceed against promoters of lotteries and 


bar from the mails newspapers carrying 
advertisements of these gambling schemes 
or printing information about them. The 
publicity attending recent foreign sweep- 
stakes in which some Americ: ans held 
tickets winning large sums was believed to 
have inspired the new campaign. 

55 school eafeterias were reopened in 
Los Angeles to feed between 7,000 and 
8,000 poor children at noon during the 
summer vacation, which ends Aug. 29. 
Large donations have been made for the 


purpose. 

Officials of 12 institutions of domestic 
or of foreign affairs attended a one-day 
“Tnstitute on Institutes,” at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia June 27. The 5th Insti- 
tute of Public Affairs sponsored by the 
University opened on that date. 

With the usual pomp and ceremony, the 
Egyptian Parliament was opened June 20 
by King Fuad. 

The annual conference of the American 
Library Association opened June 22 at 
New Haven, Conn. More than 2,500 
librarians attended. 

The International Convention of Rotary 
Clubs opened at Vienna June 22. More 
than 3,600 delegates were present. 

Ralph H. Booth, editor and publisher 
and United States Minister to Denmark, 
died June 20 at Salsburg, Austria, where 
he went for treatment. He was 57 years 
old. 

The California State Park Commission 
has announced the successful completion 
of negotiations for purchase of additional 
forest lands for the park system with re- 
ceipt of a check for $1,000,000 from John 
D. Rockefeller. Ten thousand acres of 
redwoods will be added to State parks. 
Mr. Rockefeller not only gave a million 
dollars unconditionally but pledged a sec- 
ond million to match private gifts as re- 
ceived. 

The 17th biennial convention of the 
National Federation of Music Clubs was 
held in San Francisco the latter part of 
June. 

The Treasury officials put the debt June 
30 about $16,800,000,000, or $620,000,000 
greater than a year ago. 

A fire in Atlantic City June 22 destroy- 
ed 14 buildings and injured 15 people. The 
damage may exceed $250,000. 

The New York-Paris solo flight of Miss 
Ruth Nichols ended in disaster at St. John, 
N. B., on the first leg of her hop to Harbor 
Grace, N. F., when her monoplane crashed 
June 22. Miss Nichols was taken to the 
hospital with a spine injury. 

The debt plan of President Hoover wins 
popular favor. France, Great Britain and 
Italy have given it their support. Philip 
Snowden, Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
the chief financial officer of Great Britain, 
has recommended the full acceptance of 
the plan. 

Armand Fallieres, who was President of 
the French Republie from 1906 to 1913, 
died at his home in Southwest France June 
22 at the age of 90. 

George Eastman, the camera manufac- 
turer, has given $1,000,000 for a dental 
elinie in Brussels, providing the city sup- 
plies an equal amount. Mr. Eastman has 
made similar donations to Paris, Berlin 
and London. 

Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the 
Treasury, received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws at Cambridge University 
June 22. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Recovery of Worship. By George Wal- 
ter Fiske, P®:D., D.D., Professor of Reli- 
gious Education, the Graduate School of 
Theology, Oberlin College. 269 pages. 
Price, $2.50. The Macmillan Company. 


C HAURR: Gi 


By common consent, worship is the eru- 
cial problem of the Protestant Churches. 
“Crucial problem,” of course, is a facile 
phrase, much cherished and much abused 
by authors and by reviewers. But, ap- 
plied to worship, it requires no apology. 
Indeed, so utterly crucial is this one prob- 
lem that the future of Protestantism, as 
an organized religion, may well be said to 
depend upon its solution. 

It is a happy omen, therefore, that many 
new books on worship are being published. 
They differ greatly in value, but, one and 
all, they reflect the urgency of our need of 
a worship that will yield a deeper sense of 
the reality of God, a more vital and vivid 
consciousness of His personal presence 
and power. 

Dr. Fiske has given us a study of wor- 
ship that deserves a place on the desk of 
every preacher. It is popular without be- 
ing superficial; and scholarly, without be- 
ing pedantic. And, though its twenty-four 
chapters are terse and commendably brief, 
the book is remarkably comprehensive and 
suggestive. The reader will find that no 
important aspect or angle of the problem 
of worship has been overlooked by the 
author. 


But the outstanding merit of this vol- 
ume lies in the fact that Dr. Fiske does 
not repudiate social Christianity and mod- 
ern religious education in order to recover 
worship. He accepts both as being vital 
and valid aspects of Christianity. But he 
also sees their danger. And he issues this 
ringing challenge for the ennobling of our 
worship in order to save social religion 
from becoming mere humanism; and reli- 
gious education, from becoming “a cold 
educational technic of mere ‘character 
education’.” 


Theo. F. H. 


REDEDICATION OF ZION LUTHERAN 
AND REFORMED CHURCH AT 
AUGUSTAVILLE, NORTHUM- 
BERLAND COUNTY, PA. 


June 14 was a memorable day to the 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations of 
Augustaville, when their old, historic stone 
edifice, improved and renovated at a cost 
of $3,600, was formally rededicated with 
impressive services to the praise of the 
Triune God. 


The Church was organized in 1806, with 
8 members. Public worship had been con- 
ducted in a log school house which stood 
about 400 yards from the present and only 
Church edifice west of the Tulpehocken 
road. The land, consisting then of one 
acre, was presented by Martin Raker for 
the use of public worship. The Rey. Isaac 
Stiely was the first pastor. The construe- 
tion of the stone Church was begun in 
1814, the cornerstone was laid on July 23, 
1815, and the dedication in 1816, when the 
Rev. Peter Shindle was serving the Luth- 
eran, and the Rev. Martin Bruner, the Re- 
formed congregation. The new building 
was paid by voluntary subscriptions, and 
the records reveal that the entire cost was 
not cancelled until 1834. 


Among those most active in its erection 
were Geo. Long, Wm. Reeser, Samuel 
Bloom, Geo. Haupt, Martin Raker, Jacob 
Raker, Wm. Bartholomew, Jacob Zimmer- 
man and Geo. Savidge. The interior of 
this Church was but one story with gal- 
leries around the west, south, and east 
sides, and a wine-glass pulpit on the north 
side. At a joint congregational meeting 
held on Jan. 18, 1861, it was decided by a 
majority vote that the galleries be remov- 
ed, and a second room arranged for the 
Sunday School. This was effected at a 
cost of $54.12%4, and paid by a free will 
offering. On this date John Jones and 
wife gave to the congregations 2 acres and 
113 perches additional land for Church and 
school purposes. This, together with the 
original 1 acre given by Martin Raker 
makes the congregations the legal posses- 
sors of 3 acres and 113 perches. 

Aceording to existing records, nothing 
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further in the way of building repairs was 
done until Feb. 28, 1881, then again a joint 
meeting of the 2 congregations was held 
to consider and act on the following re- 
pairs: Painting the outside woodwork, 
pointing the masonry of the stone walls, 
cutting down the windows, and installing 
new window boxes, weights and sashes. 


Isaac Martz and Samuel 8. Long were 
named solicitors (one from each congrega- 
tion) to collect the money required by sub- 
scriptions from both congregations, which 
amounted in cash and labor to $798.21. 
The rededication services were held Sept. 
25, 1881, when the Rev. D. O. Shoemaker 
served the Reformed congregation. No 
further repairs were made until 1907, when 
a new chimney was built on the outside 
of the building, at the east end, papering 
and painting of the walls, upholstering of 
pulpit furniture, and new carpets provided 
for the auditorium. There are no records 
extant indicating other repairs to the “Old 
stone Church on the hill” until Sept., 1930, 
when at a regular Church service, expres- 
sions favorable for such were heard on 
both sides. A general sentiment prevailed 
to paint the outside woodwork, paint the 
roof, and repoint the masonry wherever 
necessary. The work was done, and the 
cost thereof paid by the two congregations 
and Sunday School, respectively, in equal 
sums. 

When the outside work was completed 
in Nov., 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Charles 
stimulated further improvements by agree- 
ing to pay the sum of $430 for removing 
the old paper from the walls of the audi- 
torium, stairways and vestibule, paint the 
walls, varnish the seats and woodwork. 
While this work was in progress, the 
Reformed Consistory made themselves re- 
sponsible for the material and labor to 
construct a new platform for the rise of 
the choir. When the work in the audi- 
torium of the Church was about com- 
pleted the Sunday School was roused 
through the offer extended by Elder D. C. 
Long, who volunteered surety on a bank- 
able note, provided the Sunday School 
would agree to make the following altera- 
tions: Erect new floor, remove the old wall 
paper, and paint the walls and woodwork, 
remove the partition between the vesti- 
bule and Sunday School room, and substi- 
tute an arch, Mr. Long making himself 
responsible for the arch. 


The offer carried by a majority vote, 
and the work was accordingly begun and 
soon completed. While this work was ad- 
vancing, subscriptions for memorial win- 
dows were solicited. Soon a_ sufficient 
amount was secured from 5 Lutheran and 
5 Reformed families, and ten memorial 
windows at a total cost of $1,000 were 
installed. All these repairs and improve- 
ments were made possible by cherishing 
the memory of pious and godly ancestors, 
and when the day dawned for rededicating 
the renovated edifice to Almighty God, 
there remained but $1,322 to be provided 
for. The securing of this sum in cash and 
pledges is largely due to the stirring finan- 
cial appeal of the Rev. W. J. Muir, of 
Scottdale. He is indeed an adept at liqui- 
dating Church debts, and will not soon be 
forgotten. 


Other preachers present at this red letter 
day reconsecration services were the Rev. 
Elmer 8. Noll, D.D., of Schuylkill Haven, 
and the Rev. Chas. R. Bowers, of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Pa. These 
brethren preached forceful, impressive, and 
edifying sermons and highly appropriate 
to the occasion. In the evening the speak- 
ers were District Attorney Edward Raker 
and Attorney Hiram Bloom, of the North- 
umberland County Court. Their addresses 
were both pertinent and helpful. The mu- 
sic for the forenoon service was in charge 
of the local choir. At the afternoon sery- 
ice Zion’s Lutheran Church choir furnish- 
ed the music, and in the evening Trinity 
Lutheran Sunday School orchestra and 
choir of Shamokin rendered some EPs 
selections, 
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The following Lutheran pastors served 
the congregation from its beginning to the 
present time: Revs. Harsch, Bateman, 
Felker, Benson, Trostle, Shaffer, Gilbert, 
Stover, Lentz, Crossland, Dingman and 
Ketterman, who is the present pastor. 
Reformed: Revs. Stiely, Adams, Bruner, 
Knoebel, Fisher, Heisler, Cremer, Haas, 
Daniels, Reiter, Shoemaker, Hartzel, 
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Mutchler, Butz, Gass, Hoover, and the 
Rey. O. F. Schaeffer, who served as supply 
since Oct. 25, 1925. 

Among those most energetic in the mak- 
ing of the last repairs and improvements 
are the following members of the Reform- 
ed Consistory: Dr. E. M. Heckert, Robert 
Charles, Daniel C. Long, Samuel A. Long, 
Fred Drumheller, Elias Dockly. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 


July 12, 1931 


The Preaching of the Apostles 
Acts 4:1-14 


Golden Text: We ought to obey God 
rather than men. Acts 5:29. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Deed. 2. Creed. 3. 
Courage. 

The title of this lesson does not do full 
justice to its content. It is not the 
“preaching,” merely, of the apostles that is 
related in the opening chapters of the 
Acts, but their daily life and conduct. We 
see the early Church at work; teaching, 
preaching, healing. And these three things 
belong together. They must not be separ- 
ated if we want to form a true picture of 
the beginnings of our religion. 

It is intensely interesting to look with 
open eyes into the great workshop of his- 
tory, and to observe how, gradually, the 
Church became a definite organization. At 
first, of course, there was hardly a sign of 
that. In this early narrative, Peter and 
John appear as the leading characters, but 
their activities were typical of that larger 
group consisting of the pentecostal band 
and of those that were being added to it. 
This was the nucleus of the future Church, 
and they continued the threefold ministry 
of Jesus—teaching, preaching, and healing. 
Their creed was a deed, and their deed 
found its motivation and explanation in a 
noble creed. 

Peter and John were Christians, but 
what distinguished them from their Jew- 
ish kinsmen was, not outward forms or 
membership in a new organization, but 
faith in Jesus Christ and fealty to His 
Spirit. Outwardly they remained Jews, in 
good standing in the synagogue. They ob- 
served all the rites and ordinances com- 
manded by Moses and the Elders, and they 
attended the stated services in the temple. 
But fellowship with Jesus had profoundly 
transformed their faith and life. And it 
was their practice and preaching of the 
Christian life that led, ultimately, to a 
complete break with Judaism. Our present 
lesson relates the first open clash between 
disciples of Jesus and the Jewish authori- 
ties. 

I. Deed. The occasion for this collision 
was furnished by the healing of the lame 
man, and Peter’s subsequent address (Acts 
3). These events had transpired within 
the sacred precincts of the temple. Multi- 
tudes had witnessed the beautiful deed, “in 
the name of Jesus,” and they had listened 
to Peter’s stirring words with wonder. 
Manifestly, here was a case demanding 
prompt action. This fanatical exaltation 
of one whom the Sanhedrin had officially 
condemned to death must be nipped in the 
bud, lest it cause widespread mischief. 
Hence the alarmed rulers acted with firm- 
ness and dispatch. Peter and John were 
arrested in the midst of their harangue. 


And on the following day they were plac- 


ed on trial. 

That physical cripple seeking help at 
the “Beautiful Gate” of the temple typi- 
fies the world’s physical malady and ma- 
terial distress, so stupendous in its extent 


and so pathetic in its helplessness. In- 
stinctively the vast army of the destitute 
and distressed lays its crushing burden at 
the door of temples and Churches, expect- 
ing sympathy and help. To this day swarms 
of cripples and beggars besiege the shrines 
and cathedrals of Europe and Asia. 

Their action is a fine tribute to religion. 
It is a universal testimony that religion 
and humanity are inseparable — divorced, 
both become worthless. And the ideal 
union of these two factors is seen in the 
Christian religion. It saves men for serv- 
ice, and it serves men to save them. That 
was clearly true of Jesus Himself, the 
founder of our faith. He was a preacher 
of the glad tidings, but He was also a 
helper and healer. He went about doing 
good. And when the Twelve were sent 
out, the Master commissioned them to con- 
tinue His saving and serving ministry, 
saying, “as ye go, preach, saying, The 
Kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out devils” (Matthew 10:7, 8). 

The Church has never been disloyal to 
this commission. In all ages its members 
have emulated the Spirit of the Master. 
They have provided schools for the ignor- 
ant, asylums for the destitute, hospitals 
for the sick, and homes for the orphaned. 
It would be false to claim that this spirit 
of humanity is found only in the Church. 
But we may affirm that in Christianity the 
precept of brotherly love and service is 
made a dominant principle of religion, and, 
further, that, under Christian teaching 
and preaching, the practice of that divine 
principle has led to results unparalleled 
elsewhere in scope and thoroughness. 

Our modern preaching of the gospel will 
fall upon deaf ears unless it demonstrates 
its reality and vitality in a helping and 
healing ministry. Without apostolic deeds, 
our apostolic creeds lack power. It is the 
work of medical missionaries that opens 
the heart of the pagan world to the min- 
istry of the evangelists. Likewise, in 
Christian countries, the Church that lacks 
social passion, also lacks spiritual author- 
ity and power. The masses will be indif- 
ferent to it, and even hostile. 

And never, perhaps, has the social duty 
and responsibility of the Church been 
greater and heavier than today. Not mere- 
ly is there destitution and distress among 
millions that calls for immediate relief, 
but our social order itself is being strain- 
ed to the breaking-point. Certainly, there 
is something radically wrong with an eco- 
nomic and industrial system that period- 
ically forces millions of men into unem- 
ployment. And it is for the Church to 
examine this system in the light of the 
principles proclaimed by Jesus, to ask 
whether it can stand the test of brother- 
liness. 

II. Creed. Peter and John were placed 
on trial before the Sanhedrin. The charges 
brought against them were highly signifi- 
cant. Their judges were “sore troubled be- 
cause they taught the people, and pro- 
claimed in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead” (v. 2). No breach of the moral code 
was averred, nor any political offense. 
Theirs was the “holy crime” of enlighten- 
ing the common people, and of proclaim- 
ing a wonderful faith. That indictment 
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was gloriously true. And similar accusa- 
tions may be lodged against Christianity 
whenever it is true to its Founder. It must 
share the Master’s love of the people, His 
marvelous faith in the intrinsic worth and 
divine destiny of a human soul. And it 
must needs suffer accusation and persecu- 
tion from those who share the spirit of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, who sat in judg- 
ment upon Peter and John. They despised 
the comomn people. 

These judges asked, “By what power, or 
in what name, have ye done this?” (v. 7). 
Peter replied to that question in an address 
that was brief and pointed (vs. 8-12). It 
was an epitome of his long pentecostal 
sermon. It was a proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, living and reigning, though rejected 
and crucified, as the Saviour of mankind. 


And it is worth noting that Peter argues 
from deed to creed, from effect to cause. 
He offered “the good deed done to an 
impotent man” in rebuttal. That factual 
and ocular evidence, at least, could not be 
denied or twisted by their accusers. And 
then he presented Jesus to them, as the 
sufficient and only explanation of that good 
deed. And thus runs the best apologetic 
of Christianity. It stands or it falls by its 
fruits. Peter himself was the best proof 
of the gospel he preached, the craven 
denier who had been transformed into a 
courageous preacher. And that good deed 
at the Beautiful Gate was a powerful argu- 
ment for the truth which the apostles pro- 
claimed. Works of salvation, in men and 
by men, attested eloquently that Jesus was, 
indeed, the Saviour. The Church must ever 
be willing and ready to let the world judge 
its faith on this evidence. In the name of 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
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This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
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The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
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education. 

Applications now being accepted for 
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HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D.; 
President. 


Georcr L. OmwakeE, LL. D., President 
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For information address 
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Assistant to the President 


Collegeville Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, 
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Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


Jesus, and by His Spirit, we must trans- 
form men and perform good deeds. 

III. Courage. The case went badly for 
the court, packed and prejudiced as it was. 
The judges marveled at the boldness of 
“the unlearned and ignorant” defendants. 
They lacked the credentials of schools and 
the prestige of office, but these plain fish- 
ermen refused to be cowed and hushed by 
their would-be executioners. Experience 
was their teacher, and experience makes 
men wise and bold. In such erises the 
tinsel of mere professions is stripped off 
men like dead leaves from autumn trees. 
But what life has etched into the soul and 
burned into the conscience stands the acid 
test. These two disciples could not but 
speak the things which they had seen and 
heard (vy. 20). Boldly they asked their 
accusers to judge, “whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God” (v. 19). 

That is magnificent courage, born of 
faith, but it has not been wanting in the 
history of the Church. Nor is it rare to- 
day. But let us be very sure that every 
preacher needs it who would proclaim the 
gospel to his age. And never was it more 
needed than today. 

Not only were the judges amazed by the 
unexpected courage and boldness of their 
prisoners, but they were also nonplussed by 
the evidence submitted. The healed beg- 
gar sealed their lips. With evident chagrin 
they were forced to acknowledge, “that 
indeed a notable miracle hath been 
wrought through them. It is manifest to 
all that dwell in Jerusalem; and we can- 
not deny it” (v. 16). So they held a coun- 
cil, and asked, “What shall we do to these 
men?” There was but one just answer to 
their question, viz., the sentence of acquit- 
tal. But that answer these corrupt judges 
refused to consider. They tried to silence 
Peter and John with threats (v. 17), and 
when that policy failed they released them, 
because they feared the people (v. 21). 

But they must let them go, for these 
men had been with Jesus (v. 13). They 
had no power to keep in prison men who 
were living the truth; none, to silence 
lips that were telling the truth. All the 
Sanhedrins of this world are powerless to 
arrest the advance of Christianity, when 
men who have been with Jesus preach and 
practise His gospel. Persecutions only in- 
crease the boldness of its apostles, and ac- 
cusations and trials only serve to vindicate 
its grace and truth. The hierarchies and 
philosophies of this world may sneer at the 
convictions of “unlearned and ignorant 
men,” but they can do nought to stop 
them. Willingly or grudgingly they must 
let them go. 

The decision of the Sanhedrin released 
the apostles, but it placed the court into 
the pillory of history. It brands them 
with the stigma of moral cowardice. They 
share with Pilate the reputation and the 
condemnation of those whose conduct is 
dictated by policy, and not by principle, 
who follow prudence rather than consci- 
ence. Their end is spiritual death. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


July 12: How Far Can We Follow Jesus? 
John 11:14-16 


There are many people who refuse to 
follow Jesus because they feel that they 
cannot meet the requirements which. are 
laid down for the Christian life. Is it too 
hard to be a Christian? Are we willing 
to pay the price? Are the demands which 
Christ makes of His followers too severe? 
Can we go only part of the way and is the 
entire road too steep and too rugged? 

When one reads the New Testament one 
is strongly impressed with the severity of 
Christ's demands. Take a few of His 
utterances: “If a man take away thy coat 
let him have thy cloak also. And whoso- 
ever shall compel thee to go one mile, go 
with him twain.” “Whosoever smiteth thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.” “Give to him that asketh thee.” 
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“Sell that thou hast and give to the poor.” 
Or take those instructions which Christ 
gave to His disciples: Go not from house 
to house—salute no man by the way; pro- 
vide no food or clothing or money for your — 

journey. Is this the absolute demand [% 
which Jesus makes? if so, there are very 
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few who can follow Him. But all these 
rigid and rigorous rules of life must be 
explained in the light of the times and 
conditions in which Jesus lived. They can- 
not be taken in an absolute literal sense. 
They express the motive, the ideal of life 
which Jesus set before His disciples, and 
it is this motive of life which we must 
share with Jesus in our day and genera- 
tion. To follow Jesus does not mean that 
we are to do the things He did. He walk- 
ed from place to place; He had no auto- 
mobile in which to ride. It would be com- 
paratively easy to go an extra mile in an 
automobile. He observed the customs of 
His day and when men went barefooted 
it was not necessary to take one’s shoes 
along on a journey. Then, men stopped in 
long salutations and were thus delayed on 
their way, but today we no longer greet 
our friends that way. Jesus was a car- 
penter but to follow Him today it is not 
necessary for all of us to become carpen- 
ters. Jesus never married, but it is not 
necessary to lead a celibate life to be a 
follower of Jesus. 

Just because men have put such literal 
interpretations upon some of the sayings 
of Jesus do we have such gross misunder- 
standings among men regarding these mat- 
ters. Paul once wrote, “the letter killeth, 
the spirit giveth life.’ So the letter of 
Christ’s teachings may lead us into all 
sorts of difficulties, but the spirit brings us 
into life and freedom. When Jesus there- 
fore says: “If any man will come after 
Me let him deny himself and take up his 
eross daily and follow Me,” He does not 
mean that each of us must bear a wooden 
cross up some steep hill. He means that 
we are to carry in spirit that which the 
cross symbolizes. Jesus was always talk- 
ing and teaching in symbols, in parables 
and pictures, and it is ours to see the truth 
that lies behind His words. 


But there are many people today who, 
like Peter of old, follow Christ afar off. 
They lack the spirit of love, and loyalty, 
of true devotion to their Master. Perhaps, 
like Peter, they take an attitude of watch- 
ful waiting, they play safety first, and re- 
main neutral on the great issues that con- 
front them. There are others who follow 
Jesus, like the multitudes, for the loaves 
and fishes. That is as long as they can 
get something from Him they will follow 
Him. They use Jesus for the use they can 
make of Him. But when sacrifices are de- 
manded, when service is required, they 
desert Him. 

There are still others who will follow 
Jesus, but not now. They have other in- 
terests which have prior claim on them. 
They want to have a good time, they have 
social duties to perform, they have busi- 
ness interests to attend to, and so they 
postpone the time when they will become 
followers of Christ. 


Perhaps there are some like Peter who 
are governed by what their friends or 
neighbors may do. Peter inquired about 
John: “What shall this man do?” and 
Jesus said to him, “What is that to thee, 
follow thou Me.” Now there is hardly any 
great issue in life for which Jesus did not 
set down some governing principle. Take 
for instance, prayer, or almsgiving, or 
fasting; or take the Sabbath, or worship, 
or neighborliness,—all of them are embrac- 
ed in His teachings and He laid down 
fundamental principles for men to follow. 
What we are most interested in is to get 
the spirit of Jesus into our lives and then 
the details of life will be readily worked 
out. 

“Follow Me” are perhaps the greatest 
words Jesus ever uttered. No other teacher 
ever used them. These words in a sense 
make Jesus a unique teacher. He had little 
to offer His followers and yet He chal- 
lenged them to this great adventure. He 
promised nothing but hardship and sacri- 
fice yet men left their business, their 
homes and friends, their all, and followed 
Him. And those who came after Him 
eaught His spirit and in turn imparted it 
to others, until today Jesus of Nazareth 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


has more followers than any other teacher 
in the world. We can readily follow Him. 
We can rely upon Him. “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.” Follow 
Me, and I will make you. . .” What? 
Christians, like Christ Himself, 


“Where He leads me I will follow 
Pll go with Him, with Him all the way.” 
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to include this short distanee in their 
road building program. The president’s 
residence is to be connected with the cen- 
tral heating plant. Upon investigation it 
was found that it is not profitable to manu- 
facture our own electricity. The old power 
plant, however, is to be retained for emerg- 
encies only. A number of repairs and im- 
provements have been ordered. The board 
is intent on having the property in first 
class condition. Housefather Lahr was 
complimented on the efficient manner in 
which he keeps his records. He has many 
duties to perform. The farm, the campus 
and all buildings are in his care. He and 
his good wife also preside over the kitchen 
and dining room. The general health of 
the Mission House family was far above 
the average. We regret, however, that in 
the annual clean-up-day, when all students 
are busy, cleaning rooms, corridors and 
windows, Reuben Stegmeier, of North Da- 
kota, fell from a porch railing, breaking 
his wrist and injuring his shoulder cap. He 
was taken to the Sheboygan Hospital and 
reported doing nicely. 

Our school is accredited and recognized 
for its thorough work. The new curriculum 
carefully prepared by the faculty and the 
acting president, is comprehensive. For 
the first time in the history of the institu- 
tion, we are majoring in definite branches, 
offering students adequate preparation for 
those professions which require post gradu- 
ate courses, like Medicine, Dentistry, Law. 
Prof. Alvin Grether has been asked to or- 
ganize and head the Department of Eng- 
lish. Additions to the laboratory equip- 
ment were ordered. 

With ideal weather and largely attended 
services, the commencement program 
measured up to the expectations of all. The 
Rev. M. Walenta, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
spoke on “Foundation” before the Acad- 
emy. The Rev. D. Hagleskamp, D.D., 
Akron, Ohio, delivered the Sunday morn- 
ing sermon, taking for his topic: “Our 
Mission House,” and the Rev. W. W. Rowe, 
D.D., Dayton, Ohio, addressed the gradu- 
ating class of the Seminary on “Making 
the Most of Life.” Each address fitted the 
occasion and was a masterpiece. Most 
of our students attained high averages, as 
a mark of diligent study and hard work. 
We are especially proud of our graduating 
class of the Seminary; we know they will 
serve their Master and His Kingdom well. 
They are: W. C. Feller, called to First 
Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; J. P. Kochner, 
to St. John’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y.; Carl 
Koepke, to St. John’s Church, La Crosse, 
Wis., and Traugott Steiner, to Marvell, 
Arkansas, Charge. 

The Senior Class Play: “Just Around the 
Corner,” was given before an appreciative 
audience. 

The climax of the week’s festivities cen- 
tered in the inauguration of the new presi- 
dent, the Rev. Paul Grosshuesch, D.D. This 
took place Sunday afternoon in the large 
auditorium of the Sheboygan High School. 
It was a most impressive service. Prof. 
Herman Nott, of Milwaukee, presented a 
short organ recital, which was followed by 
the processional of the combined choirs of 
Zion, Immanuel and Mission House, the 
president-elect and acting president, the 
president of General Synod, the presidents 
of four District Synods, the faculty, and 
members of the Board, all in “Cap and 
Gown.” 

The invocation was given by the Rev. 
M. Walenta, the scripture lesson was read 
by Dr. W. W. Rowe, prayer offered by the 
Rev. HE. Fledderjohn and the benediction 
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by Dr. F. H. Rupnow. The vow of office 
of the president-elect was administered by 
Prof. K. J. Ernst, Ph.D., president of the 
Synod of the Northwest, assisted by Rey. 
M. Walenta, president of the German Syn- 
od of the East, Dr. W. W. Rowe, president 
of Ohio Synod, and Rey. E. Fledderjohn, 
president of Synod of the Midwest. The 
large audience was deeply moved as it wit- 
nessed this solemn act of consecration. 
Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer, president of General 
Synod, delivered a very timely and force- 
ful message on “The Place of Religious 
Culture in American Life.” He was at his 
best and held his audience spellbound. Dr. 
Friedli very capably presided. He paid 
tribute to the parents of the new president, 
Prof. and Mrs. J. W. Grosshuesch, and to 
Zion Church, which so graciously yielded 
to the necessity of the Mission House in 
such a noble and loyal manner. Mrs. Ner 
Friedly, of Sheboygan, directed the sing- 
ing most acceptably. Huge baskets of 
flowers with a background of lilac bushes 
and boughs of trees, decorated the audi- 
torium stage. 

Next year the 70th anniversary of the 
Mission House is to be celebrated. The 
participating Synods are asked to make 
place in their programs for 1932, for a 
fitting celebration of this event. The new 
school year will open Sept. 16, at 9 A. M., 
and the next meeting of the Boards will be 
held Oct. 6 at 7.30 P. M. 

Frederick H. Diehm. 

Rochester, N. Y. 


Opbglelelidek Y 


THE REV. H. W. WISSLER 


Rey. Harry Walter Wissler died very 
suddenly at 11 A. M., Saturday, June 6, at 
his home in Thurmont, Md., following a 
heart attack several hours earlier. He had 
been ill only since Friday night and his 
death came as a shock. His wife, Mrs. 
Nannie C. Wissler, died May 7. 

Rev. Mr. Wissler was the 2nd son of 
the late Rev. and Cornelia Everhart Wiss- 
ler and was born May 5, 1868, at Shep- 
herdstown, W. Va. The greater part of 
his youth was spent in Thurmont, where 
he attended the public schools. He took 
a preparatory course at Mercersburg 
Academy and later attended Franklin and 
Marshall College and Heidelberg, where 
he graduated in 1892. He took his theo- 
logical course at the Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, and successfully served pastor- 
ates at Catawissa, Carlisle, Everett, Pa., 
and Mt. Orawford, Va. Rev. Mr. Wissler 
was married in March, 1896, to Miss Nan- 
nie Heinlein, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Heinlein, of Frederick City. He 
is survived by 3 sisters: Dr. Kate W. 
Leatherman, Greensburg, Pa.; Mrs. W. A. 
Garrison, Bristol, Tenn.; Miss Jessie 
Louise Wissler, Thurmont; and one brother, 
George H. Wissler, Troy, N. Y. In 1913, 
Rey. and Mrs. Wissler made a trip to Eu- 
rope and were at Heidelberg, Germany, 
at the beginning of the World War. They 
spent 6 weeks endeavoring to return to 
this country. In December, 1927, at the 
advice of his physician, Rev. Mr. Wissler 
resigned from the ministry and spent the 
following 2 years in California seeking to 
regain his heath. , 

The funeral was held from his late resi- 
dence at 10 A. M., June 9, the services 
being conducted by Rev. Chas. D. Shaffer, 
assisted by Revs. G. E. Williams, E. A. G. 
Herman, and Robert Huebener. The pall- 
bearers were members of Acacia Lodge No. 
155, A. F. and A. M. Honorary bearers 
were: Revs. Warren Damuth, John S. Wey- 
bright, Charles H. Corbett, Harry E. Krone, 
E. D. Bender and Leslie Sovocool. Inter- 
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ment was made in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 
Frederick, at which time the Masonic com- 
mital service also was held. 


Rey. Mr. Wissler was of a studious na- 


ture and was constantly adding to his 
knowledge by prolific reading that gave 
him an insight into the problems of the 


present day. He had a keen sense of the 
dignity of his calling and a sense of his 
responsibility as a clergyman. Though the 
shock of his beloved wife’s death was a 
severe one he was resigned to God’s will 
and contemplated restored health and fur- 
ther work in the ministry. The deaths 
were pathetically sad, occurring as they 
did within the brief space of one month. 
Rev. Chas. D. Shaffer, an old friend of 
the deceased, used as his text at the service 
II Samuel 1:23, “In death they were not 
divided,” and referred feelingly to the 
beautiful devotion existing between this 
faithful minister and his loyal compan- 
ion. It can truly be said of them both 
that they were “faithful unto death” and 
the memory of their well-spent lives re- 
mains as an inspiration. 
Cc. D. 8. 


REV. A. M. MASONHEIMER, PH.D. 


In the death of Rev. Dr. A. M. Mason- 
heimer, retired, who passed away at his 
home, 3rd and Fells Sts., Weatherly, Pa., 
there has been removed from this locality 
a figure of rare ability and achievement. 
His personality was charming, tactful and 
lovable. His labors of over 40 years in the 
ministry were prodigious and into them 
all he carried a faith that was boundless 
and inspiring. The influence of his life 
and teachings remain to bless, guide and 
comfort a large number of those to whom 
he ministered. 


Rev. A. M. Masonheimer, Ph.D. 


Rev. Dr. Masonheimer was born in North 
Whitehall Twp., Lehigh Co., Oct. 25, 1853, 
and was educated in the public schools of 
Lehigh Co. He attended the Kutztown 
Normal School, Palatinate Academy, 
Ursinus College, and Yale University, from 
which he graduated in 1880. He received 
a degree of doctor of philosophy promerito, 
from Allegheny College. Dr. Masonheimer 
served one year as a pastor in Orange, Vt., 
and in 1881 accepted a call from Salem 
Reformed Church, Weatherly. He served 
this charge for 43 years, holding a record 
for this section as to length of service in 
one charge in the Reformed denomination. 
Through his faithfulness to his work and 
to his people and through his tact and good 
judgment he raised his congregation to a 
high standing in the Classis and to the 
strongest in the community. He was also 
interested in the business and educational 
affairs of the community, serving for a 
number of years as a director of the First 
National Bank, actively interested in the 
W. F. & M. Co. and the Weatherly Water 
Co., and participating in many movements 
for the betterment of the community. He 
resided here for 50 years. The present 
handsome Ghurch was built during his pas- 
torate, and he served the congregations at 
Rockport and Packer Township until the 
time of his retirement. He was a member 
of Hazle Lodge of Masons. He is survived 
by his widow, who is regarded by the 
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CHURCH GUEST BOOK 


Place one of these new Chureh 
Guest Books upon a table in the 
foyer of your Church, in close prox- 
imity to the Ushers who greet all of 
those who enter the Church. They 
ean call the Guest Book to the 
strangers’ attention, asking them to 
fill in their name and address and 
the Chureh which they attend. Also, 
frequent mention of the Guest Book 
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community as an ideal pastor’s wife and 
who ably supported him during his long 
pastorate; one daughter, Mrs. H. E. Tyson, 
Weatherly; two sons, A. M. Masonheimer, 
Jr., Heightstown, N. J., and Dr. Willard 
C., Allentown, Pa.; Alfred and Betty Ty- 
son and Dorothy Masonheimer, of Allen- 
town, grandchildren; two brothers, Wil- 
liam Masonheimer, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
Joseph Masonheimer, of Egypt, Pa. 

The funeral was held on June 16 at 1.30 
P. M. from his late home, and services 
were conducted in Salem Church, which 
was taxed to capacity by friends of the 
deceased. Rev. S. E. Stofflet, of Hazle- 
ton, a life-long friend of Dr. Masonheimer, 


can be made from the pulpit. 

You will be surprised, at the end of the year, to see just how many 
people have signed this Guest Book. And you will also be surprised 
to see how many states were represented by these people. 

The pages are appropriately laid out and the books are nicely bound. 
The size will be about 7 x 10% inches. Price, $2.50 each. 


35: BIBLE ART PICTURES 35¢ 


CHOICE OF FIVE TITLES 


1. CHRIST AT TWELVE 
2. CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
3. CHRIST AT THIRTY-THREE 
4. CHRIST AND THE RICH YOUNG MAN 
5. CHRIST IN GETHSEMANE 
Each picture size 7x9 inches, mounted on heavy white mat board 
measuring 12x14 inches. Artistically colored by hand. 
Excellent for gifts, rewards, etc. 
Suitable for wall decoration of classroom or home. 


Take advantage of this opportunity to secure a hand colored, ready 
to frame Bible art picture for 35c. Limited Quantity 
on hand. Order at once! 


New Gift Baptismal Booklet 


For a very special Baptismal Gift we 
recommend this beautiful book printed in 
exquisite colors and bound in heavy padded 
white floral fabricoid. One of the center 
pages contains the ‘‘Certificate of Baptism’’ 
to be signed by the Pastor and witnesses. 


Each in a box. Size 734x514. 


Price $1.50 each. 
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preached the funeral sermon and the pas- 
tor, Rev. C. T. Moyer, spoke fitting words 
of tribute in memory of the deceased. The 
Rey. P. A. DeLong, of Watsontown, stated 
clerk of Wyoming Classis, represented that 
body at the services. There were many 
and beautiful floral tributes of which 
Salem congregation presented a blanket of 
roses and lilies, also handsome floral tokens. 


from St. Matthew’s, Packer, and St. John’s, — 


‘a 
a 


Rockport. Rev. Dr. Masonheimer was re- 


sponsible for the organization of the latter 


congregation. The pallbearers were mem- 
bers of the Hazle Lodge No. 327, F. an 
A. M. Interment was made in Unio: 
Cemetery. 4 


